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THE DEAL MEMO IS DUE BY MID MARCH. AT 
PRESS TIME OUR PEOPLE ON THE COAST WERE 
STILL IN DISCUSSIONS WITH THEIR PEOPLE, 

bill the basic programming concept has already been focus- 
grouped like crazy in the 12 major markets. It's a son of 
Wackiest Ship m the Amy/Pte- wee Herman spin-oft: Ronald 
Reagans Playhouse, early fringe, barter strip, comedy 

adventure. And if our people can work out the 
details with their people, the show will srar the 
reunited cast of Cilligan V Island : Bob Denver 
playing both the president and Lieutenant 
Colonel Oliver North, Jim Backus as George 
Shultz, Alan Hale )r, as CIA director William 
Casey, Dawn ("Mary Ann 1 } Wells as George Bush. License 
lees from the ancillary markets 
alone (we’re talking key- 
shaped cakes, were talking 
nontalking Colonel Ollie ac¬ 
tion figures) should become 
our principal profit center no 
later than the third quarter of 

this year. We’re 
very, very exci¬ 
ted. i Knowing 
you, we bet you 

think tlie president has become intellectually 
incontinent. You probably find it baffling that 
the administration has been giving weapons to the Irani 
government, weapons to people trying to overthrow the 
Irani government, accurate intelligence information to Iran 
and Iraq and deliberately inaccurate intelligence information 
to Iran and Iraq. Okay, sure, it does seem contradictory, even 
mad. But as a former Reagan Rough Rider explained 
recently, 'You had to have been there. You had to have been 
there. Its a great excuse, a deliciously eighties excuse, and 

we re very, very excited about it. -i Nebraska s 
Edward Zorin sky, one of the few r United States 
senators so politically goofy and so personally 
unappealing-—such a din^head, moreover — 
that strangers assume he’s a state legislator (or 
a liar) when he announces himself as Senator 
Zorinsky, has just invented the perfect 1987 governmental 
entity Starting immediately, Zorinsky will be chairman of 
the Senate Subcommittee on Terrorism, Narcotics and 
International Communications—in other words, a Sub¬ 
committee on the Fashionable, It took a special sort of sick 
PR genius to conjure up a connection between those three 
subjects and per- suade the Senate to 

go along. In fact, w r e Ye envious* We Ye 

petitioning the 100th m^L Congress to establish 
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,1 House Subcommittee on Mesquite Grilling, 
Insider Trading, Surrogate Motherhood and 
Tougher Educational Standards, 

A year from now we will lx- m the sweaty, 
delirious throes of a presidential race. So: is 
Jack Kemp homosexual? Where's ihc beef¬ 
cake? Thai's ihe rumor; we don't believe it, 
we re just reporting it, as the First Amend 
ment requires us to do. We’d rather report 
only good news, but lor us American news¬ 
men anil women, it's a sacred trust. Anyway, 
Kemp may possibly lx- aberrant but he is un¬ 
questionably dumb, and thus a sure loser in 
I^HH. Alter two terms of a doltish guy-next- 
door, vvh.it we UMiil now is an aberrant hut 
brainy candidate; Republicans can take their 
pick from among a smart religious nut (Pat 
Robertson), a smart handicapped person (Hob 
Dole), a smart dwarf (Howard Baker) and a 
smart l wit (Pierre S„ du Pont JY r ). And Alex¬ 
ander Haig. We re very, very excited, 

Speaking ot religious nuts (as we remain 
eager to do alw ays), is the evangelist C )ra! Rob¬ 
erts ilead yvG Last March. God gave Roberts 
exactly one year to raise %H million. The year is 
now up, Roberts said thal it he fell shorl of 
that sum, he'd die. We knew about the wrath 
ful (rod and we knew about the loving God, 
but until now we were unaware of the aveng¬ 
ing comptroller God. 

According to a poll commissioned by the 
Anti Defamation League ol B'nai Britli, 30 to 
SO percent of while American Protestants ad¬ 
mit Uj views such as “Jews are more loyal to 
Israel than to the United States'" and. “Jews 
want to remain dUfcreni from other people 
and yet they are touchy if |>eople notice these 
differences.” And In percent have yet to tx 
convinced that the Holocaust occurred. 

Which is just the kind of thing apt to make 
few s damned touchy. As the horrid John Car¬ 
dinal O'Connor discovered when he went to 
Israel and announced dial the I lolotausL was 
an enormous gift thal Judaism has given ihc 
world" A strange notion, but, well, vve were 
taught it's the thought that counts. (And we 
het vou didn't even think to send a thank-you 
note —-Deal lews: Thunks so much for yam su¬ 
per. super gift Every time fee .-rtf redemption, 
wt'U third\ rif you. / it's f, the World- ) 

But the recent news hasn’t been all had for 
ihe C'hoscn People, The first Jewish Miss 
America has iust become the first Jewish eul 
tural affairs commissioner to (a) have an Ind¬ 
ia m American lax evader in the construction 
industry tor a boyfriend and (b) lake (he Fifth- 
Kudos, Bess. Stanley Friedman became the 
hrsi New York political official indicted, eon 
victetl and indicted again in a single 12-month 
period. Kudos, And Robert Gottlieb became 
the first Jewish editor of 1'hc New Yotfcr .mil 
the first magazine editor in history whose em¬ 
ployees have asked him to quit before he start¬ 
ed work. We're very, very excited, .v 1 
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I)KAK LdITOKS |U| V lilht trip hciiIK- It) It Li - 
111 ho. I took along the first 
issue of SPY to feat! on t he long plane ride—the 
issue with the Pat Buckley mask, I had the 
bright idea of wearing the mask when I got 
home. Nothing much ever happens on the 
farm; they*re all Norwegian and kind of qui¬ 
et. so I thought they’d get a kick out of it. Of 
course, nobody in Idaho knows who Pat 
Buckley is, so the surprise kind cil tell (Lit. 

I returned to find the December issue in my 
mailbox. What a surprise to find my onetime 
boss, womanly Shirley Lord, in your Party 
Poop section. Gee, I guess that s why I live in 
New York and why J like SPY. (Did you know 
that Shirley Lord was the model for Miss 
Money penny in the James Bond books? 
Honest!) 

Rob Murphy 
New York 

Dear Editors I note in the December issue 

I (“Do Brats Have More 
Fun?”) 1 am listed as a "hrat godfather.” Is 
this in the canonical or the organized crime 
sense? Ur dues it simply mean I am getting 
old? 1 like to know such things. 

Good stuff so far; keep it lively. 
fames Brady 
New $brk 

PY is a magazine of great 
spirit and gusto. There's 
a real place for prose with an unsparing satiri¬ 
cal edge—a magazine that does not pander to 
some Sim mo ns-begotten composite of what 
editors think the typical reader is but, instead, 
presumes that the reader is intelligent, and 
that what interests the writers and editors will 
also interest the readers. Even though I no 
longer live in New York, I will keep abreast of 
the salient outrages of the city and get my 
monthly quota of high-energy guffaws 
through your magazine. 

Barbara Wright 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Editors I t’s been said that a strong 

™ aversion is often a sign of 
latent attraction. Jf you’re so scornful of the 
New York glitterati, then why do you devote 
three-quarters of each issue to them. 3 I have a 
feeling that some of you folks would really 
like to be counted among the glamour set but 
you’re not quite sure how to get invited to 
their parties. 

I'Jut f, Morton 

New Ybr^ 

Dear Editors I forgive you [”It Came From 
I Chicago,” December|- 
Oprah Winfrey 
Chicago, Illinois 


Dear Editors 


S 


Dear Editors I was quite pleased with 
M your December issue of 
SPY, but I wish you would let Jonathan I>dl- 
heim know that I did not like the last sentence 
of his article “Holiday Super Bowk Christmas 
vs. Chanukah.” There arc some of us Jewish 
people who love celebrating Chanukah, arc 
proud to lie Jewish and never wanted nor 
want to celebrate Christmas. (The rest of his 
article was giwid.) 

Unda Jayne Simon 

New York 

Dear Editors 1 congratulations Oil the 

magazine; it’s wonderful 
ami 1 look forward to its arrival every month. 

Jim Kelly’s "Hollywood on the Hudson" 
was most enjoyable. 1 thought I’d add one 
New York movie that he omitted; The Prison 
cr oj Second Avenue , with Jack Lemmon, was 
shot on Second Avenue between 87th and 
8Krh Streets. 

K, Rued 

Sew York; 

Dear Editors I laughed like a third-form- 

I er to read Michele Ren- 
nett \ Review of Reviewers in your 
December issue, and 1 think she’s very much 
on (he right track, [However, while! 1 agree 
with Bennett thal John Simon is quite ironi¬ 
cally prone to semantic fuck-ups . . . Simons 
use of maos is anil mitosis to describe Mum - 
menschanz is really pretty apt. The other point 
is Bennett s statement with regard to Pauline 
Rads (admittedly absurd) scatological cri 
tique of Peggy Sue Got Married. Bennett 
writes; “Indeed, [Kad and other critics) seem 
fascinated with corporeal emissions.” Having 
first counseled Bennett to look beyond dictio¬ 
nary definitions, here I advise her to look 
more carefully at w hat the dictionary has to 
say. The word corporeal simply means L 'male- 
riak’ 1 Perhaps Bennett meant to write corporal, 
which means "bodily.” Then again, maybe 
Renncft’s usage should stand. 

Thanks for a delightful third issue. 

John jainschigg 
New Yof k 

Dear Editors I he attacks you keep pub- 
i fishing on David Eddstein 
Jin Review of Reviewers) are transparently 
meanspinted and misguided. They ought to 
be an embarrassment to you. Much of the 
magazine is indeed fresh and on occasion bril¬ 
liant, but this constant harping on Eddstein, 
who most people seem to think is a pretty 
good critic, is nothing less than infantile. 

Eric Alierman 
Washington, D.C . 


Dear Editors I $ it possible spy will sur- 

I face others besides myself 
who arc the underground following of Ellis 
Weiner (How to Be a Grown-up)? The guy is 
nifty, (rive him plenty of room. Make him do 
more. 

Stanley P. Friedman 
Yorhtown Heights, New York 

Dear Editors I read spy because I want to 

■ be with-it. 1 must confess 
(hat I was a little surprised when 1 read in your 
December issue |“The SPY Guide to Correct 
Pronunciation "I that my last name is pro¬ 


nounced dn-jel ( ain-JELL ), w hen all my life 
1’vc been pronouncing it dnfuhi {AIN-juhl) 
—as if it had wings, that is. Obviously, I’ve 
been wrong all this time, and so has everybody 
else in my family. Thanks for straightening us 
out. 

Roger Angclt 

New York, 

SPY is pleased to have sailed Mr. Angell and his 
family any further embarrassment . The editors 
regret, however, their error concerning Leonard 
Bernstein s surname; the correct pronunciation is 
B URN stinc. The editors also regret the misiden 
tificaiion of S, Christopher Meigher Ill ( 1 Do 
Brats Have More Fun?' } as the publisher of Peo 
pic. He used to be . He is now a Time Inc. group 
publisher. In the same issue, a photograph of a 
$1,87$ i dress from the Gallery oj Wearable Art 
teas posit ioned by coincidence beneath a short ar¬ 
ticle called "Window-Shopping: Seven Things 
No (Jne Has Ever BoughtC The juxtaposition 
was unintended \ and SPY regrets any misunder¬ 
standing that may have mulled. 


SPY welcomes letters from its readers „ Address 
correspondence to SPY, The Puck Building, 295 
Lafayette Street, New Yorffr N.Y ! 0012. Please 
include your daytime phone ntimber, 7) 

A 

If has been reported to us that many spy sui- 
scriberf were treated rudely by dim-witted, 
mcan&ptntcd doormen at a Twelfth Avenue 
nightclub fulled the Tunnel. 

SPY sincerely regrets any inconlenience suf¬ 
fered by any of our readers, particularly at the 
hands of dim-witted, meanspirited 
nightclub hirelings. 

Indeed, we ore eager to mollify ony aggrieved 
subscriber with heartfelt apologies and valu¬ 
able gifts. Far yo«r vpatogy and gift, pfease 
call our Aggrieved Subscriber Hot bine; 

( 212 ) 925 - 5385 . 1 
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f at the corner oj 9th Street A 

MORE, MUCH MORE 
. THAN ONE OF NEW YORK’S 
GREAT RESTAURANTS. / 

We re also one of New Yorks great Ballrooms, 

The perfect setting for your wedding, engagement party, 
bar-mitzvah, banquet, corporate affair, luncheon, 
dinner-dance, anniversary celebration or charity balk 

Our elegantly appointed 24 Fifth Avenue Ballroom 
will comfortably accommodate from 40 to several hundred 
your guests. And only here will they enjoy the renowned cuisine 
of Michel Fitoussi, featured on public television’s 
Master Chefs of New York series. You 31 also appreciate our 
flawless service, incomparable presentation and legendary * 
attention to the smallest of details. * j 

For More Information: 254-1300 
For Restaurant Reservations: 475-0880 
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THE WONDERFUL. WORLD 
OF FINE PfNING 

Fjttk Sunday in the Times, 

Incit'd beluw ii slmy about 
stuter u.W (tincems sameu'here m 

ihe Northeast, the uvekf 5 
restaurant health rode violations 
appear. Here are relatively more 
complete explanations of some 
violations that hair recently 
appeared in the Times (A note 
ike violations listed here 
represent conditions at the time 
of the inspections, nut those that 
diners will necessarily find now.} 

OftlOFFS 

l*J00 Jiroadway 
Fast inspection revealed M 
violations: mmpectien repealed 
K>. Among the highlights: It re 
firs and roaches throughout the 
premises, fresh mouse excreta, 
litter and debris stored an 
basement foots, sinfy with Icaly 
faucets, holes trt the wails and 
grease laden foots littered unth 
Organic matter: More? fiahinets, 
shelves, storage bins, the 
microwave oven, the coffee urn. 
sheen, ran Openers, rangef and 
fryers uere encrusted with 
organic master. There w no 
WASH H.Wf Hi sign posted in 
either lavatory- New 
thermometers tier? not provided 
in all refrigerators. The door of 
the refrigerator near the 
dishwasher tms broken and 
umthdnt close. Some fluorescent 
tubes m the food prepara tion 
area and some refrigerator bulbs 
were out. The hot pastrami, 
roast beef corned beef soups and 
matzo balls unc found to be 
between 60 and Mt degrees and 
were ordered returned either to 
the stove o> to the refrigerator. 
Temperatures oj the cold tuikgy 
and ham nere recorded in the 
5l}-b0 degree range and Here 
ordered refrigerated. There were 
open bait stations in the from 
kitchen and "ponded outer" 
throughout the basement. 

■ * * M- 

(continued) 



members only 

Selections from Contemporary Womens Fiction 


Gerard Moines tired across the half from a woman 
named Bcnna , who four minutes into any conversation 
managed to say the word penis. 

—opening line of Anagrams, by Lome Moore 

After I became a prostitute, I had to deal with penis es 

of every imaginable shape and size. Some large, others 

_ 

quite shriveled and pendulous of testicle. Some blue- 
veined and reeking of Stilton, some miserly. 

—opening lines of "Modern Soint #271 " by Toma 
Jq now it i, from Slaves of New York 

Tim's was shaped like a banana, with a graceful curve 
to it. They're all different Willie's like a bunch of wal¬ 
nuts when nothing was happening, another's os thin os 
a thin hot dog. 

—from "Lust," o short story by Susan Minot, author of 
Monkeys 


Her horror and fascination with his size. His power, his 
hands, feet, mouth, dick, all that stuff that carried her 
across the door of that little frame house on T Street 
and kept her there until her neck snapped. 

—opening lines of "Memphis," by Ellen Gilchrist, from 
Drunk With Love p 



the Liz Smith 
Tote Board 

Liz Smith has brai 
on vacation. 
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Doing Business in South 
* Africa Means Only 
Having to Say You're Sorry 


been a long, trying couple of \cars of Mruggling 
to nuke j. profit while l>eing barraged by crank letters 
and phone calls from hysterical customers, investors, 
politicians and those creeps in the press on their latest 
bandwagon, the anti-apartheid movement. What s a 
poor multinational tu do? 

Fake it. 

Herts how. Let's say you're a hank, like Citibank. 
Affirm to the world that you're honoring the Anti- 
Apartheid Act of 19%, and thus will make no new 
cross-border loans to South African borrowers. But then 
continue to loan them money from vour branch banks 


within South Africa! 

Or you could follow the lead of Central Motors and 
announce the withdrawal or sale of all your assets in 
South Africa (October 20, 19%), hut continue to supply 
services and products through various franchises arid 
licensing agreements. 

(.'lever Carnation, on the other hand, proclaimed 
(September 6, 398^)that it no longer had any business in 
Souih Africa, having sold its subsidiaries there. In fact, 
the company had sold all ot its foreign subsidiaries—to 
its own parent company. Nestle in Switzerland, so that 
it went from a mother‘daughter relationship with its 
South African operations to a sister sister fine, 

Fina «# there's the bold initiative of outfits such as 
Exxon, which declared defiantly fDcccmhcr 3(1, 1986) 


that it had sold all its affiliates in South Africa to an 
independent trust, so that it would make no new service 
or technical agreements wiihd/iy South African compa¬ 
ny— but continues to honor all of its cxisiing ones. 

Simple, isn’t it? We don’t know why wc didn’t think 
ol it sooner. —Joanne Gruber 
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California 

Being 

CALIFORNIAN 


An (kcusiaml Directory of 
the Sttmtruck. the 
Excessively Mellow and the 
hn-anely Grooty 

1. The Lo Costa Hotel 
and Spa, in Carlsbad, 
Californio, has recently 
opened o Center for Life¬ 
style Management. 

2. At the New Aventine, 
on office ond resort de¬ 
velopment in La Jolla, 
which is designed to re¬ 
semble an ancient Raman 
piazza, there will be a fa¬ 
cility colled the Fitness 
Rotunda. j& 
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March Datebook 

fan haunt/# amt Afttimiitg f: rents i! pcumh.i# 


6-8 New York 
International Stomp 
Kxpo; .11 the Jiivits 
Center One hundred 
thirty-five deah is. I ft 
gover ni men Is re pr e se n ted, 
buying and selling, 
auction*. And tile lines 
.ire probably shorter than 
at your [Hist office. 

10 T.rnia fanowitz 
lectures at the Singles 
Col fee house series {(or 
singles under 40); at ihe 
Spanish Portuguese 
Synagogue* 2 West 
70th Street; 7:00-9:3(1 
p.m.; §K, h\ come to this. 
12 "‘The Three Branches 
of ( fovminicnt and the 
Separation of Powers. 1 * A 
panel discussion .u the 
92nd Street Y; with 
Walter Mund.dc and 
Ruth Bader Gmshurg; 
8:00 p.m.; (I L 
15 Ides, Akcrnatc-sidc- 
o! the-street parking 
rules remain in effect, 

17, St. Patricks Day. 
Again? For a parade even 
wc could love, turn to 
page M, 

20 "DiMcrrni Doorway: 
Adventures of a 
Caesarean Born '; al the 
New York Open Center* 
Si Spring Street; 7:'H(- 
10:00 p.m,; $15. A 
workshop of “lecture* 
slide illustrations* 
shamanic drumming and 
discussion.Dii! you 
know that "nearly 20?# of 
all births are now 
caesarean, am I , ., this 
different way of entering 
the world is associated 
| with] a somewhat 
different pcrs,|>rctive on 
life*? 

20 "Eggs on Laid: 
Standing on Ceremony/’ 
For the tenth year* 
people ss if] gather at 
the exact moment ot thr 

equinox. (10:5b p.m. this 


year) to stand eggs up 
straight. For more 
information* call the 
Lower Manhattan 
Cultural Council at 
(212) 269-0320. 

21 Spring Equinox 
Celebration;, at the < )pen 
Center. "As the l.arth 
sends forth new leaves to 
meet the increasing force 
oi the sun'’-Slav with 

j 

this—"how do we enable 
the renewed lile of Earth 
to breathe through us”’ 
This is the place to find 
on!. Beginning at H;00 
pun., you can "celebrate 
the triumph over 
darkness through group 
sacred dunce,’ 
accompanying music, 
guided meditation* anti a 
closing* warmth filled 
party.’* 

22 Greek Independence 
Day Parade; Fifth 
Avenue, Or possibly the 
29th—the date was 
uncertain m press time. 
Will the same sort of 
procrastination and 
organizational chaos that 
has apparently cost 

Grecce a shot at hosting 
ihe 19% f Jlympies keep 
this parade from starting 
on time? We shall see. 

29 i „is[ chance to sec “{ )n 
Tap: New Yorks Water 
Supply," an exhibition at 
the American Museum oi 
Natural 11 istory, 

29 "A V isit to the Matzah 
Factory. What could be 
more Lo like ['Joint? A pr'e 
IVtssovcr field trip: meet 
at the 92nd Street Y. 

30 1’he Academy 
Awards, People who 
swear each year that 
they'll never watch again 
will Hint' in, if only to 
observe Warren Beatty 
turning 50. (The 

broadcast should end 
before he Turns 5 I,) v 



It Takes One to Know One 

The spy Guide' to Loser Nighttife 

1 mve seen them on Saturday nights* the losers* killing lime, waiting for it lobe 
ate enough that their doormen will think they've had a real night out on the 
town, tiive them credit—al least they Ye not moping al hume like us* trying to turn 
out ideas for some upstart magazine, 

A hile real nightlife offers the illusion of potential sexual fulfillment* Loser Night¬ 
life simply offers the illusion of nightlife. Losers won't go just anywhere, however. 
Their haunts must meet these exacting criteria: nunthrcalcning almospherc; free ad¬ 
mission; scuff to browse through or sip slowly; and proximity to a newsstand—if it is 
not a newsstand itself—for that Sunday Times nightcap. 

in the spirit at it-i:ikes-one-io-kciow-ont, here’s a list of lime-tested Loser Night 
lile hangouts. 

Downtown 

Sounds Jazz & Classical/5ounds Video (14 Stuyvcsant Street), Records downstairs, 
video upstairs. Small print liner notes on jazz records can keep you occupied for 
hours. Fxtra Loser Nightlife credit for; showing gory movies on the monitors upstairs 
io keep stumming "winners’’ away. Open until 10:01) pan. 

French Kisses (144 Rlceekcr Street), The Bleeckcr Sr (ancma sanctions this perfumey 
basement hangout. Check out: dozens o£ French advertisements lor PinJ( Floyd—The 
WtiU\ hundreds of handbills announcing Antwerp dates for The Cure; jiilions of tres 
cuce postcards* Open until LOU a,in, 

Steve's IccCream (Sixth Avenue and 10th Street), The point of Steve’s, isn’t the ice 
cream* its the 45-minute wait in line* the ultimate in goal oriented time wastage. This 
chain* originated in Boston, is popular with Manhattan's many, many I hirvard losers, 
who spend the week too wrapped up in themselves to plan Saturday-night sue iaj 
outings. Open until 1:00 a,m. 

Tower Classical Annex (Lafayette Street and Fast 4th Street). It’s possible to avoid all 
human contact in this huge, cavernous space, Pete Scegeresque dads hunt for Brand X 
Bath while kids shop next door al the main store. Merchandise highlight: Vanguard 
tin out section, featuring tolkie never-we res and Charlton Heston reacting Exodus. 
< >pen until midnight. 

Vccclko (9th Street and Second Avenue). Unlike typically frenetic coffee shops* Ve- 
selka is a congenial spot for conspicuous reading* the looser Nightlife version ol dress¬ 
ing to kill. Open until 2:00 a.m. 

Not Downtown 

Coliseum Books (57th Street and Broadway). The kimf of place where Kenyon Review 
nut -ells Esquire* this library-with-tunes is home base to perpetual grad students with 
strangely configurer \ he a rds. Open until I 1:30 p.m. 

The Compact Disc (Second Avenue and 62nd Si reel). The big attraction here is a chair 
placed in ibe idea I-listen mg “diamond’ 1 between twospeakets, where you can sit lor 
minutes on end pretending to discern just why it is that digital technology is better 
iliaii analog. Open unlit 10:00 p.m. 

Shakespeare & Co. (Broadway and K l si Street). This full price kite night book bode 
specializes in signed paperback originals with hack-cover reviews com pa ring said 
book Uilu'ss Than Zero and Bright Lights* Big City. Overheard: Melnerneyesquc eon 
coreilions, Not overheard: cash register ringing up sales. C >pcn until 12:30 a.m. 

Tower Video (Broadway and 67th Street). Loser’s revenge: watching couples fail to agree 
on a suitable choice for fast-fading Saturday night* Nice touch: electronic security gates 
force mean guards to frisk heavily bejeweled moms from Queens. ()pcri until midnight. 

Tower Records. (Broadway and 66th Street). Uptown has a VI Id Icel, as opposed to 
dou mmvns Ml V ambience. We like uptown lor its multiscreen video display in a 
doser ted basement. It's like a junior Palladium, and you can have it all to yourself— 
Loser Nightlife Nirvana. Open until midnight. jackHank and Bruce Handy 
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THE WINE BAR 

422 West Rn Lid way 
The jin t inspection revealed 
eight vmldhurl.-, including fresh 
and old mouse CiCTclJ in the 
hiiiemeut. live files in the 
husement kite hen. an 
inadequately ventilated kite hen, 
and tlusI - and grease-laden 
kit then nails and ceding. There 
Here also paper violations: (he 
itut tmpei lion report was 
unavailable, there was no WAMt 
HASllSSigh in the employee^ 
lavatory' and there ads mi 
alcohol pregnancy poster on the 
premises. Six weeks later 
inspectors again found fresh 

mouse excreta, among other 
violations, And there neie holes 
m the nulls — holes, the 
inspectors figured, that might 
''proetdr rodent entry points/^ 

E3 % e *9 'if 

HARD ROCK CAFE 

221 W«t 57th Street 
The first inspection re tea ted a 
dust laden fan guard m the 
itvlk w refrigerator, a grease 
laden dumbuviter, holes w the 
mills of the food preparation 
area, and five and dead roaches 
im the floor under the steps 

iradtrifr /n I hr dry I 1 iiirdgr rottm, 

Generally, extemti nation 
measures were held to he 
inadequate On second 
inspection, holes and fresh and 
old mouse excreta Here found on 
the flout ofthe food storage area. 
Also, there a vs uncovered 
garbage in the garbage storage 
area; remarkably, roaches and 
flies were found there as weft. 

THE BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE'S 
COURT 

Case So. Ml St 
Vic Miles (aka Victor Miles 
Levy) v. Collectors Cars Inc, 
Ht M 

On nr about October 11, 1934, 
Shies, the Channel 2 reporter, 
taugh t j white 1959 Mercedes - 
Hen" convertible from Co!lectors 
Can Inc. of Frrrpnrt, lamg 
Island- Assured that this ttm "a 
classic automobile, Miles pm 
down toward a purchase 

puce of $15, ilOti. After 
attempting to restore it , Miles 
discovered that the car had been 
stuffed and reinforced with 
”iagi, 7" X -T pieces of umd, 
and assorted trash." Miles claims 
he IfWj' * fraudulently induced to 
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Separated at Birth? 


Woody Alien is notorious lor his attention to detail. 
During the shooting of Radio Days last winter, extras 
wore cirta-l940s suspenders hidden beneath sweater, 
jacket and overcoat. And during the big USO donee 
scene in which Mia Farrow sings, the entire Savoy Man¬ 
or Ballroom, at the Grand Concourse and 149th Street 
in the Bronx, was transformed. LOOSE UPS SINK SHIPS 
posters were on the walls, and more them 100 extras in 
short haircuts and tight-fitting uniforms milled about* 
One group of ersatz GIs hung around the urinal in the 
men's room, spoiling for a brawl. Women in snoods sot 
sipping orange soda out of wartime bottles and re¬ 
marking, "Boys are dying over there," and "Gash— 
aren't these exciting times we're living inf" Admirals 
looked like admirals, Air Force officers like pilots. Ma¬ 
rines, like idiots. 

At one point the director stood playing with one 
of Farrow's kids in the center of the ballroom, then 
sat down to take in her song. GIs from central cost¬ 
ing backed Farrow on piano and percussion. As the 
song ended, the director approached the stage. The ac¬ 
tress, in a yellow dress, leaned forward. An extra 
decked out os a Navy seaman overheard some of their 
conversation; 


Actress: Maybe you're right. I— 

Director: You think so? 

ACTRESS: I guess. I mean— 

Director: Yeah. I don't know. What do you think? 
ACTRESS: Well, I—I—I don't know. I guess if you like the 
orange, 1 could—J could try it* 

Director: Yeah, uh , * * 

ACTRESS: Do you think so? 

Director: Yeah, so why don't you— 

She disappeared and returned in an oronge dress and 
sang the song. After four takes, the extras were dis¬ 
missed. Two weeks later everyone returned to shoot 
the scene again* Miss Farrow's dress was yellow. 

—Hank Rosenfetd 



Leona Helmsley * * * 



Clint Eastwood . * * 



Carson McCullcrs * * * 



* * * and Tom Bosley? 
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. . . and Bob Gddof? 
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Letters to the Editor of 
The New Yorker 



Di>ak lioig 

■Urchin Kuueche begins his December E medical detec 
tier stors by characterizing March 19, 1979. as Friday. 
As ihr world turned in 1979, die Eimctetmth til March 
w.is in fact -checked fact a Monday. Hove am f u> rely on 
you tor knowledge of calcium disodium ethylene - 
iLiaminctciraaceiic acid id you can*! tell me what dav 

■* 4 

it is? 

Stephen Landes 
New York 

'The New Yorker acknowledge' the error. Hut you're prob¬ 
ably tm solid ground with ihc aiLium disodntm tihyirtw- 
diami nc let emectie avid. By the wav. Robert Gottlieb Hasn't 
editor when thn article uvs published. 

Di:ar bi m t 

f >ne of the many things I respect about your magazine is 
that it is one of the few that do not accept cigarette ad 
vert isi ng. ft takes a lot of guts to decline that much ad 
Verti<ung revenue for the sake oi integrity. It was with 
disappointment, them that 1 found what is essential I y a 
two page ad for Philip Morns in the Dcamtscr 29 issue 
(pages 56-5 7 k 

Albert Norton 
New York 

Theaid r. fia a touting exhibition of American vmjh, spott 
sored by Ph dip Mortis. The New Yorker has for some time 
accepted tha type vf tobacco company advertising but still 
does not Utfc os this issue of SPY went to press, at any rate — 
iltgm ettc ads. By the UHt\\ Robert (utlfltch tikistPi cdshit 
when the ad u as run. 


Dl AK llOH. 

What\ the big idea? Since when doc 1 ' The Xcw Yorker 
print cartoons depicting lascivious jogger-, with ituhs 
creel erections ; I’m totally grossed mil. ( aned my 
subscription I 

Sam Johnson 
Brooklyn, New York 

The cartoon, by George Price, appears on page .A of the 
fitly 21, 19&6, issue of The New Yorker. By the way, Rob - 
cif Gottlieb tcastft editor when this cartoon was published. 

DhAk Bf >15, 

When my hta&band and ! Ihj our house in Cape ( an I 
last year* \vc found the bat broom Walls had been pa 
pered in old covers of your magazine. Can you tell ns 
how to remove them without damaging the plaster 
underneath ; 

Mrs. W. McCabe III 
Sharon, (Connecticut 

The New Yorker trail pa per expert at jamivu Plaza ret 
om mends DIF u ail paper stripper, in two gallons of water 
for especially tough jobs. . \n altermitue is to steam the 
things off. By the way. Robert Gottlieb Was a't editor when 
thost covers were glued to the u ails. 


SP1 welcomes letters to the editor of The New' Yorker 
Address tonespondeme to ‘ Dear Bob, Co spy, The Ptwf 
Building. 295 IjEtfayett* Street. New Yor\, NY, 10012, We 
regret that concspondemc addressed to ‘Den* Mister 
Shawn'' cannot be for warded, 3 ) 


iamiiiiiicd} 

fov fur j vehicle which n-as not 
the i La at' m the condition 
represented " St ties further 
claims the ear uas "dangerous, 
hazardous, wholly unsafe, and 
trap itht " and sayi tags, teood 
and plastic covered up rust and a 
deteriorated body. Miles is suing 
fur actual and punitive damages 

m she amount of $ Iff 051), Of Ml 
The dejeme rtiit eon rile red by 
afking Mile, nr (>e more specific 
about Hu allegations, defining 
conditions and specifying times 
and places they uere noticed. AVj 
ft >a i da fC ha - been > f t. 

Case Xu. 09755 

f-.ili-i n Culhrts, Susanne I Juris, 
Oml Simian, Judith Link, 
Rose Anne Wnohcy, Pauline 
Achillas, i ■ .1 t 1 >1 Ilea tty. 
('.nherine Ji.-atty, Prudentr 
Cray, I Joitit Ik-lie, Pamela 
-Stacey, Kern Pearsall, Itrry 
Spaiuj, and < ytuhia Hughes i\ 
I Knit t F f ; iiy.grr,ild S,impli Im _ 
The plainftfj'- .nc Rwhettes. In 
Septembct they agned a 
contract With Ihintei Fitzgerald 
Sample to appear m ads fus 
B cggi panic hiise. they nt\ the 
Cufllract tear far line year but 
that the ads were used lot)go. 
ntmt notably ttt tin 
adva ttiement on display in the 
mam t nm fturse of the Pint 
\uihmtty flu-, Terminal. They 
JIc .-stirlg fur damage- of S25JtOO 
rath (They might la do better: 
spending extra time at Put 
, Uithmity, eras in effigy, ought 
to he north tut.- mute.) A 
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SPECTATOR SPORTS 

Pick-I [it Criminal Tri als 

The PuMic is (tricorne to attend the fed loir mg trails, whit h 
are lively to get under tt*ay .toon. The court calendar and 
trail particulars are always >j abject to change, of course, so 
call the appropriate information number far details. 

Anthony "Fat Tony" Salerno. Salerno has already beer 
convicted of racketeering* This new trial involves bid 
rigging in the construction industry and '’illegal influ¬ 
ence" in Teamsters elections. March 50. U.S. District 
Lour l, 40 I : olcy Square. Judge Lowe presiding. For in 
formation, (212) 791 1140, 

Bernhard Goetz. C roetz is charged with attempted mur¬ 
der and assault lor shooting four youihs in the subway in 
December I9K4, He has pleaded not guilty. No date set 
at press time, Manhattan Supreme Lourt, Room K3Q, 

111 Centre Street. Judge (]rane presiding. For informa¬ 
tion, (2U) 553-9400. 

Robert Chambers. Chambers has pleaded not guilty to 
the murder of Jennifer Levin last August in Central 
Fark. May 4. Manhattan Criminal Court, Room L3I7, 
100 Centre Street, fudge Hell presiding, f or informa¬ 
tion, (212) 553 y4U0. 

Revillon Inc. The lordcrs are charged with tax eva 
sunt records in nuke. 1 it look as if merchan 

dise were being sent out of state. March 2 5. Manhattan 
Criminal Court, Room 1506, 100 Centre Street. Judge 
Scott presiding. For information, (212) 553-9400. 

spy i unofficial, highly select we account of incidents to 
which the New Yorf{ Crt\ Police Department's specially 
trained rescue units responded during the fice-it re A■; period 
ending January 2(1 Quotes arc the police dispatchers\ 

DEUS EX MACHINA 

* Queens—"unverified report of a man sucked up by a 
tree-pruning machine" 

EVERYONES A CRITIC 

“(‘an anvone advise the tt>dc tor repairing a vehicle on 
the highway?’ 1 "Yeah „ *. ‘Stupid' " 

(WILD) LIFE IN RURAL NEW YORK 

* Queens—“animal condition, private house" 

“Queens— 1 ‘'large snake in basement of private house" 
•Queens—“wild animals running around parking lot" 

* Queens—“loose cows" 

LINE OF DUTY 

sty staff member Amy Stark was recently deflected in a 
southwesterly direction by an emergency-hound three- 
wheel police scooter headed south on north running La 
layette Siry-ct {Stark was crossing witli the light)* 1 ler 
hip w as bruised; there are no job openings at SPY at this 
time. — Arm C. Slathers \ 


The spy Trip Tip: 
Chinatown's Godzilla 

Deep in the fishy labyrinths of Chino- 
town is a video arcade with a famous 
twist. Here you can pit your wits 
against -or dance with —a chicken, 
^ * | L J 1/ & * Yp\ V\ Just upstairs, though, is the dusty 

and arcane Chinese Museum, where you can learn stuff and meet a scary dragon. 
Downstairs, amid the relentless video game cacophony, a lively tune prompts a 

chicken—"humanely trained by the reward system"—into a spastic jig when you drop 
in 50 cents, A defensive placard explains (os if spoken by the twirling chirper her¬ 
self)- I UKE MY WORK. I'm NOT BORED, BUT |'M NOT OVERWORKED EITHER. I wish l COffJd say 
that, you'll think to yourself For another 50 cents, you con battle "Bird Brain/* the 
sleepy hen who plays ticktoektoe. Who can resist Bird Brain's challenge: SHE'S HOT 
CHICKEN, ARE YOU? 

Now that you've had a taste of Chinese culture, you're ready for full immersion at 
the Chinese Museum* But first you have to pry the cashier from his Daily News and 
get him to take you upstairs and unlock the door. He'll try to dissuade you by charg¬ 
ing $1,50; ifs not like the Metropolitan, where you can pay what you wish. After he 
finds someone to fill in for him, you're on your way. He'll sit down tor a smoke and 
watch you warily until you leave. 

The faded exhibits trace dynastic history and celebrate Chinese contributions to 
the world. Once you've taken it all in, face the electronic quizmaster: 

"Every American boy loves to fly kites. Who invented them? 
a) Chinese b) Americans 

"Of the thousands of juveniles arrested in New York City in 1970, haw many were 
Chinese? a) 1/100 b} 1/1000 

"Where is the Capitol of the Republic of Chino located? a) Taiwan b) Peking" 

To cap this riot of educational fun, wake the attendant and ask him to show yau 
. . . the dragon. In a little side room, the creaky, 15-foot Godzilloid is revved up. The 
plaster master af disaster roars, bobs his head, wiggles his toes and shoots out his 
tongue.,. and his eyes light up, "Had enough?" the attendant's plaintive eyes seem 
to be saying, his hand poised an the plug* "You need quarter tor Q*bert?" 

—lack Barth 

Chinese Museum & Chinese Dragon, 8 Mott Street. 
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As wc go to press, late-breaking developments 
at the Twmfif make it imperative that I shelve 
my exclusive interview with staff reporter 
Vurtmig G. Vartan. I feel especially bad utxjui 
this because Vartan, as you might imagine, 
would have been funny. Unfortunately, that is 
not the case with the subject 1 must instead 
deal with: it is my profound suspicion that 
Abe Rosenthal is no longer with us. I am lur 
ther convinced that he has died id you-know- 
what. His death went unreported in the 
Times, of course, because of die newspaper s 
policy about not reporting you-know-what as 
a cause of death. It would appear that his long 
time companion, Arthur t idb, has worked 
valiantly over the last several months to cover 
up dm news, hut the strain plainly has been 
loo much. 1 deduced this new s in the course of 
cheeking around with my sources about the 
new Rosenthal column on the Op Ed page of 
the Times ^ entitled On My Mind. Right from 
the start l could tell that this was nor the prose 
of [lie Abe Rosenthal I knew. 

The first clue that someth dig was. amiss 

came in a house ad in early l.muary that re¬ 
ported that Rosenthal "was J Ar/v Yurfs Tittup 
reporter* Pulitzer-winning foreign correspcm 
dent and editor for 40 years .. . Lindj expects 
to write a New Yo)J( Times column for another 
4U years.' This may |ust In an example ol the 
wildly hy|>erboUc humor that ha* long been a 
hallmark oi the Times; They're a nutty bunch, 
those guys m limes promotion, and I 
wouldn't put anything past them. Because it 
this Rosenthal plan came true, he would 3m: 
writing his farewell column at the age of 105. 
That would make him the second-oldest col¬ 
umnist in Times history, after Washington 
columnist fames Rcston, 

I was not at all prepared for how feebly Ro¬ 
senthal’s posthumous ghostwriter would per¬ 
petuate the illusion that ibe Franchise is it ill 
alive. In the very first column —plaintively 
headlined PLEASE BRAD THIS COLUMN 1 — the 
Gelb coconspirator faltered when he ex¬ 
plains 1 why Rosenthal s byline was A- M. 
rather than Abraham. The reason given was 
that ‘long ago” an editor found his first name 
"was not quite, or maybe too quite,” i his im- 
penetrable dire urn I ocution appeared to him at 
what readers of The Kingdom and the Potter 
already knew: in bygone days. Times editors 


regularly changed bylines that sounded too 
Jewish, the way studio heads once did the 
names of their stars. The rest of the Ht \D Ti us 
column! column wavered uneasily between 
further im Abel ike fuJksmcss (his conversa¬ 
tion: with the carpenter who was retrofitting 
his ul flee -space that used to be occupied, as it 
happens, by Rosenthal victim Sydney Schan- 
herg) and the more characteristic A. M. An¬ 
glomania (as when he referred to < iorbaches 
as a smoother "chap” than his predecessors). 

Subsequent columns have done Ini le m dis 
[K-\ my theory. Rosenthal was a great iikiei 
whose death was all too untimely, and I think 
it only fit [ mg [bar Mr. ire lb allow the former 
executive editor a proper send off. It isdisqui 
ering to sec him being kept artificially ''alive." 

All the News We Fit, 

They Print 

In lien of exercising their own news judg¬ 
ment. network news organizations and news- 
weeklies routinely crib from what the Times 
deems important, bm The Wall Street journal 

cames this parasitic behavior too far. It is both 
a little vid and a httfe charming that each 
weekday evening at around nine-thirty, a 
Journal minion dutifully hops in a taxi and 
makes the trip uptow n to the Times building 
on West 43rd Street, where he i >r she buys se\ 
era I of the earliest available copies of the next 
morning's paper. Scans them lot news con¬ 
cerning stories reported in the next day's jour 
mtl and then, f rom a photic in the Tima lobby, 

report* in to hi* or her I )ow [ooes taskmasters 
with any necessary "updates" I rum the 
competition. 

Max I Ikaohroc im 

In last month’s column I commented dial 
the headlines seem to have grown larger un¬ 
der new executive editor Max FrankcL One of 
my moles at the- Times informs me that quite 
the reverse is true. Headlines have gotten 
smaller, and in the new Metropolitan News 
section the type point sizes have even been re¬ 
duced, And speaking of reduction, have you 
noticed the incredible shrinking daily Agenda 
column? When be redesigned the old “new” 
Metropolitan News section, John Vinocur, the 
unpopular former Metro editor* assigned two 
of his top reporters Suzanne Daley and fane 


Gross—to assemble Agenda. These days the 
section is sometimes only one pathetic item. It 
seems that Prankd is fixing to get rid of it 
altogether- If le has already broomed the two 
columns ol wire service stones. Around the 
Nation and Around the World.) 

Family Tits 

Ddrdre Carmen. L. wife of special assistant 
to the executive editor and former unpopular 
Metro editor Peter Milluues. did some exhaus¬ 
tive reporting for a Metro section story on the 
co-op von version ol Lincoln Lowers. Car- 
mod y* the only Metro rcpioricr who works just 
three days a week, included in her story 
quotes from (and a photograph of) Shira 
Dicker, who is known around the Tima as 
the wife oi a Metro religion reporter* An L. 
Goldman. 

Black and White 

and Red All Over 

Many of us who have friends at the Times 
hail to ring in the New Year without them. 
Mindful of Howard Reach (and the Timer’s 
own flibbertigibbet coverage of the resulting 
falloutK Arthur “Remember Watts!” Gelb 
had i lose to a hundred reporters and editors 
on hand New Year's Eve* prepared to cover 
the all-out race war that he imagined would 
erupt in Times Square. 

Busch League 

On the Iron! page of Business Day, the 
Times ran a story datdined Cape Cod and car¬ 
rying no hvlint. It told the charming success 
story of the small, locally owned company that 
pr< Im c s ( ape C m! Potato Chips the old-lash- 
ioned way. The reporter quoted several ex¬ 
perts on entrepreneurial ventures and 
concluded that diis potato chip maker had fig¬ 
ured out the perfect formula for making mon¬ 
ey and staving i rule pen dent, 

A couple ol weeks later* ihc Ttmes\ Correc¬ 
tions section (under the spirited guidance of 
All .in Sicgal, former news editor and a new 
assistant managing editor) offered the follow¬ 
ing: ‘In an earlier edition* it was incorrectly 
inferred fifir] that Cape Cod potato chips was a 
privately-owned entrepreneurial company. In 
fact, the company is a wholly-owned subsid¬ 
iary of Anheuser-Busch Inc?’ In other words, 
never mind. Bye, —Miles Archer 
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Active New York. 


Out of reach. 



In their health clubs. In the shops where 
they gear up, And when we find them, 
they find the active information they 
want. m 


whole In state area 


And City Sports does more than repot! 
news, we mate it. We've been spotting 

trends and getting active people and 
advertisers together for 12 years now in 
California. Aerobics, triathlons and rao 
quetbafl arm' t the onty great ideas that 
flaw moved from West Coast to East 
"here comes City Sports Magaine! 


Use us to reach active New fork-call 
212 6277040. 











These days, every¬ 
body who's anybody 
is breaking the 
low. As a potential 
prison inmate, you 
should consider your 
options ahead of 
time* Kurt Andersen 
shows you the ropes 



prison. America has 5(M t 0fHl of its citizens in prison, anti a few thou 
sand more shuttle in every week. 

Every prospective inmate ought to devote the same kind of research 
and planning to prison as he does to his choice ofeolhgc, spouse 01 IRA 
investment vehicle. Rut in all likelihood he docs not. Most people sent 
to prison just go where l hey Ye told, They don't consult experts or 
attend the annual American Correctional \voh kninri congress, T hey 
don't pure over prison pamphlets with their wives. [( >tily 4 percent of* 
prisoners are women.) Moreover, the typical convict makes not even a 
perfunctory attempt to find out which of the country's hundreds of 
prisons might best suit his incarceration life-style. 

All prisons arc unpleasant. Rut some arc just sad and have a disinfec¬ 
tant stench, while others arc grotesque. It pays to know how to tell 
which is which before your time comes. 


IT USED TO BE 

that your personal choices had some heft. Figuring out where to go to 
college, how to earn a living or whom to marry were large decisions 
with consequences that really mattered. But now, with the approach of 
middle age, the important choices have all been made already. All 
that's left to you now are a few petty preferences. You decide formats 
(VHSuf 8mm), colors (regular torldlmi or green), diapers (Pampersor 
cloth) and publishers for your memoirs (a vanity press or knopi), and 
then you die. 

Unless along the way you commit a crime. Everyone seems to lx- 
doing it. Consider Dennis Levine and Ivan Boesky and Geoffrey Lin- 
denauer. Consider John Gotti. Consider the White House National 
Security Council staff. Some of them, surely, will actually spend time in 
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"JUST WHAT 

ARE MY 

CHANCES 
OF GOING 
TO PRISON?"' 


AS YOU PAUSE T< >CONT EM- 
pLatc your well-behaved life 
in the slow lane, may lx- the 
prospect of spending time 
beh inti bars seems remote. 
You don't think you need to 
know about prisons. But it s 
conceivable that one dav, in 
ji cuckolded fury, you will bludgeon someone to death. 
Or you might turn no more rotten than |ohn Dean. And 
what 1 1 they decided to lock up all agnosticsp Or every¬ 
one who scored over 601) on their SATs? Those unau 
thorized long-distance calls you've made from your 
office, just lor starters, could get you three years. 

In fact, the average American is much more likely to go 
to prison than to travel to South America, and likelier to he 
murdered behind bars than to win a million dollars in a 
lottery, Better to consider what’s in store right now than to 
come to your senses too late—culled id a guard in the back 
of a Chevy van m South Carolina, heading lor the Parris 
Island Marine Corps prison — when your cries {"Wail l 
There's teen a terrible mistake ) will only make it worse. 

Rudimentary prefelony planning can mean the dif¬ 
ference between a passable prison slim and a nightmare. 
Most criminals are hothead*or dummies or both. This is 
where you have an advantage. Most criminals imagine, 
with the blind faith of high-stakes gamblers, that they 
will never be caught. The down side risk of committing 
a crime—prison—hardly figures into their calculations. 
Instead, crimes tend to be impulsive fast breaks. Crimi¬ 
nal blueprints are seldom more detailed than + (l) Wave 
gun; 12) Take money; (.i) Get away quick.' A pity, since 
it is in choosing his particular crime and where to com 
mit it that the perpetrator could exercise the greatest 
control over his prison future. 



rc hi lecture 
buffs think 
Leavenworth 
is tops—the 
ig rotunda 





For any would rf. in t 
mate, some fundamental 
choices are obvious. Most 
states are softer on non vio¬ 
lent thieves than on armed 
muggers. At last count in 
Utah and Arkansas, how¬ 
ever, almost two-thirds of 
the inmates had been arrested for committing property 
crimes such as burglary and auto theft. With this in 


"WHERE 
SHOULD 1 
COMMIT MY 
CRIMES?" 


mind, eliminate Salt l^ake City and Little Rock from 
your short list ol venues for a breaking-and-entering 
career. 

Canny corporations set up shop in Delaware for ar¬ 
cane legal reasons. Cocaine dealers should move there, 
too—the first offense sentence for possession of a half 
ounce or less is a $1,000 fine. Why don't crooks converge 
on Nevada, where the conviction rate is staggeringly 
low? As a matter ol fact, they apparently do: despite the 
low conviction rate, Nevada has a larger fraction of its 
population behind bars than any other state. And if a 
twite-convicted felon intended to forge some checks, 
why on earth would he choose to write them on the 
Republic Bank Dallas, when in Texas any third felony at 
all can get him a life term 


Prison is like 
summer camp 
except the 
government 
picks up the 
tab! 


picking cotton and building 
culverts? 

Minnesota, on the other 
hand, practically invites 
criminals to plan ahead. 

The state's system of “sen¬ 
tencing guidelines,” which 
went into effect several 
years ago, reeks of Scan 
dinav bn reasonableness. 

Before he ever saws off his 
shotgun or interviews get- 
away-driver applicants, a 
Minnesota outlaw can con¬ 
sult a handy chart published 
by state authorities and fig¬ 
ure out his likely sentence. 

The chart is a grid. Using it 
is hardly more complicated 

than finding the distance between two cities on mile¬ 
age chart. Along the vertical axis, crimes are lumped 
into ten categories according to seriousness, with mur 
dcr at the bottom. T he horizontal axis provides for a 
criminal-history score. Where the tines meet is the pris¬ 
on sentence. Let vour fingers do the litigating. A fresh 
burglary after two earlier convictions; IB months' pro¬ 
bation. Armed robbery but an otherwise clean record: 
two years in jail, 

Minnesota also has a nice variety of prisons, li h reas¬ 
suring to know that there are alternatives. Every crook 
in Mississippi, by contrast* laces the grim certainty that 
he will wind up in the little town of Parch man, where 
the slate puis just about everybody, in one enormous 
penitentiary. Up the river in genial Minnesota, you 
might do that kind of classic hard time at the Stillwater 
penitentiary, but with luck you will be checked into the 
sleek* energy-el lie lent bunkers in Oak Park Heights* a 
cluster of 52-man penal condos with automatic doors* 
interesting angles ami lnr$ of video devices. And for just 
60lucky stiffs in Minnesota there is li minimum-security 
glade called Willow River Camp, It costs the state about 
$51X1 ,i week per prisoner, everything included. 

So choose jurisdictions carefully, New York, for in¬ 
stance* has two bona fide icons (Attica and Sing Sing) 
and more than a score of other full-fledged mens pris 
ons, Bui il all you want is the widest possible range of 
destinations* the trick is to commit an unequivocally 
federal crime, such as violating securities law or denting 
an MX nose cone or selling mink-spit-based cancer 
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Spending time 
behind bars may 
seem unlikely. 

But that's what 
Dennis Levine and 
Carl Andre 
and Oliver North 
thought too* And 
what if they 
decided to lack up 
all agnostics? 

Or everyone who 
scored over 600 
on their SATs? 
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cures through the mail. The federal government oper¬ 
ates no fewer than 4 3 prisons, from concrete-block bun¬ 
galows in the country to downtown skyscrapers (That's 
not even counting the Air Forces 3320th l or reel ion and 
Rehabilitation Squadron- such a terrific premise for a 
Hill Murray movie—and the dozers of other brigs and 
L 'confinement facilities’’ where servicemen are kept.) 
You could do a lot worse than to pull IK months for 
embezzlement at one oi the six federal prison camps. 
They resemble rural Bible colleges, and buggery isuHcn 

Within any onk st.vs k 

and even w ithin the orderly 
federal system, prisons are 
idiosyncratic, each with its 
peculiar riles and special 
emotional tenor. General¬ 
izations are risky. Sure, all 
prison officials seem To have 

uncommonly wonderful names—Cecil, Virgil, Vernon,, 
Bud. And from a distance, prison is reminiscent of sum¬ 
mer camp, lonely and boring and over scheduled; swim 
at 1 !:U!l aan., eat potatoes at 12:30 p.m., lights out at 
10:00 p.m. (Indeed, going to summer tamp or prison 
costs a bout the same, generally between $200 and $400 a 
week-only with prison, of course, the government 
picks up the tabd 

But the subtlest differences between prisons loom 
large once you’re on the inside. So while it makes sense 
m plan crimes by Caking into account general factors, 
such as a state’s sentencing severity and its diversity of 
prisons, the really ambitious inmate will also aim to get 
into a particular institution. 

Which one J That depends on you . Historic preserva 
tion bulls might find the federal penitentiary at Leaven¬ 
worth appealing: the 90-year old building has a 
gorgeous Victorian-style rotunda—the Big Top—anti 
polished brass fittings everywhere. Yet J^cavcnworth is 
never quiet. In Illinois, Stateville prison has intriguing 
round cel I blocks based on a design by the philosopher 
|cremy Bent ham, arid what's more, the authorities there 
have been great about granting time oil for good bchav 
iur. Qri the other hand, your chances of dying while 
accumulating all those bonus days are pretty high. In 
Texas [hr food is fresh and plentiful, but that’s because 
most of it is raised by prisoners on prison farms, and new 
inmates arc first assigned to hot, dusty fieldwork. It all 
depends on tile trade-oils you're willing to accept, h’lor- 
ida has a facility that was called the Niceville Road Pris¬ 
on; in Texas there is a prison named fester; and m both 
states tanning opportunities arc great. But Florida ac 
counts for more inmate deaths than any other state, anti 
a!most nobody escapes from prison in Texas, 

PORTUNA'J VAX TtIKRE A Kb 
objective criteria that can 
help. Since the l97(Js, the 
American Correctional As 
social ion (ACA), a trade 
group for prison officials, 
has published a paperback 
manual ol precise standards 
tor prisons. Unfortunately, adherence to the standards is 


HOW CAN 
r LEARN 
MORE?" 


not compulsory. 


"WHICH 
PRISONS ARE 
THE MOST 
FUN?" 


voluntary, For instance, ihc ACA says lhar prison cells 
should Lb 11 lie singles and under no circumstances smaller 
than hit square feet, but your chances of snagging such a 
cell arc uncertain. And it won’t improve your lot if, in 
your disappointment, you wave the ACA standards 
manual and threaten the warden and guards with disci¬ 
plinary proceedings. 




WILL l 
GET ALONG 
WITH MY 
CELLMATES? 


In Texas, wj-iigh has 
36/jH 2 people in prison, the 
l depart merit of t Corrections 
has had to jam thousands ol 
men into ratty canvas-and- 
plywood tents. Despite the 
attraction of sharing con tv 
deuces with roommates, 

however* you will definitely want assignment to a pris 
on where double and triple occupancy is not part of the 
deal. Cell sizes can vary twofold within one prison, 

Yotl Will probably HOT be allowed to select your cell¬ 
mate; prisons have yet to implement questionnaires 
CSnmking or nonsmoking? Prefer thaw tunes, hip-hop at 
humid grunting /joists?”) as a means ol making congenial 
matches, I L will probably lx young (the average age is 
28 in stale prisons, 33 in federal prisons), and lie will 
probably be white. In addition to older inmates, federal 
pens are apt to have, in the words of one former Leaven¬ 
worth warden, "a much higher class of criminal." Hut 
again, the demographics vary wildly from prison to pris¬ 
on, and in the tew federal joints—such as Manhattan's 
high-rise Metropolitan Correctional Center, convenient 
to Wall Street and the fashionable shops and restaurants 
of TriBeCa—there are both hit men and mere 
embezzlers. 

Although federal facili 
tics in general arc less vio¬ 
lent, a correspondent of 
ours in protective custody it 
a North Carolina prison 
hospital ("There arc very 
dangerous lifers here who 
will kill anyone 11 ) disabused 
us of the notion that federal 
prisoners have it easy. *'|1| 
was stabbed seven times in 
the left lung and stomach,’ 
he writes from. North Caro 
tina, "via an unknown in¬ 
mate in Atlanta Ted. Ten 
I 976, ...In I %2 in a Penn.i 
Ted. prison I was Inai badly 
with a .i -foot iron pipe via in¬ 
mate. In 1971 was beat bad 

and knocked out via inmate Fed, p. Kans." 

Most prison guards do get tlietr kicks from control. 
With any luck, however, the guards’ scrutiny will ex¬ 
tend to that inmate who is itching m kill you because 
you creased his Richie Rich comic book. The prisons 
that hop, such as San Quentin (where you can make 
out with your visitors), or Stateville in Illinois (where 
you tun paint murals on corridor walls), are usually 
more dangerous In I9H4 in S.in Quentin, out nt 
3,500 inmates were murdered; the next year in Texas, 
where there are 10 limes as many inmates, there were 


Commit o 
federal crime, 
such as 

denting an MX 
nose cone or 
selling mink- 
spit* based 
cancer cures. 
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LIFE-STYLE 
BEHIND BARS: 

FIVE HANDY PRISON TIPS 



BY 

G, GORDON 
ilDDY 


Author-lecturer-wiretapper G. Gordon Liddy 
spent over four years in prison for his Water¬ 
gate crimes. Incarceration is, he & ays, "an ©c- 
cupational hazard.' 1 Daring those years, he 
spent time in nine facilities all over the court - 
fry. Liddy recently spoke to SPY from Scoffs- 
dale, Arizona, and offered would-be jailbirds 
the following advice r 

On Surviving 

Learn how to keep your mouth shut. Opening 
your mouth—or someone else opening his 
mouth—probably got you in trouble m the first 
place, so you should hove figured this one out 

by now. 

Learn how to fight, if you haven't already But 
bear in mind: 

—There's no such thing as a foir fight in prison. 
—Anything you con find handy to use ns n 
weapon, use it on him before he uses it on you. 
For example, the ringer handle on top of a 
wash bucket is on excellent weapon. If there's 
nothing available, try a backhand blow across 
the windpipe, which causes it to swell and 
choke the individual. 

Never trust any guard, and that means every¬ 
one from the lowest rookie to the warden. 

( >N RKLATK )\SHil>S 

There's no difference inside prison, except the 
factor of confinement accelerates the develop¬ 
ment of interpersonal relations to a remark- 
able degree—good or bad. It might take three 
months for a situation to reach flash point out¬ 
side of prison. Inside, that some situation 
might reach flash point in one day. The prob¬ 
lem must also be resolved that day, or one of 
you won't woke up in the morning. 

On Entertainment 

You are allowed to purchase a small AM'FM 
radio from the commissary. You con hove that 
an, bul my advice to you is to keep it low so you 
don't disturb the others. They will not appreci¬ 
ate it if you don't. If the fellow you annoy is a 
lifer, he might ask you t© turn it down the first 
time. The next time, he will throw the radio off 
the tier. The third time, he will throw you off 

the tier. $ 


only two and a halftimes as many homicides. You ought 
to iry to get into a prison that's run as much as possible 
by (be hook. 
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"WHAT IF 
I GET 

LONELY..." 


let you write and phone 
whomever you want, 
though Florida ollicials 
read outgoing mail to cen 
sur “inaccurate statementsb 
that arc intended for deta 
mation of character with¬ 


out cause” At the Dwight women's prison in Illinois, 
inmates can have visitors twice a week and chat With 
and touch as maiiY as six lor six hours at a time. At 

J 

ihe Ellis prison in Texas 


(here is no touching, ever. 
An inmate in Florida is 
routinely allowed just one 
visit a week, only on week 
ends and only by a family 
member. Further, for 
women visiting the Florida 
Slate Prison, the rule sheet 
warns that 'extremely short 
skirts are not considered 
appropriate dress," and it a 
guard decides a skirt is slat 
temlv, the visitor will lx “of- 

■f 1 

fered a gown to wear during 
the visit.”Conjugal visits are 
permitted, typically onre or 
twice A yea r, mi about ,i doz¬ 
en states. 



The good news: 
in Texas there 
is a prison 
named Jester 
The bad news: 
almost nobody 
escapes. 


ti 


list APK IS NOT SO FAR 
fetched as you probably 
imagine, About I in I OP 
American inmates breaks 
out every year. If that op¬ 
tion is important to you, 
Tennessee and North Caro¬ 
lina are good be is in the 
South, as are Massachusetts, New J Jampshire and Vcr 
mont up north. During one recent year, It) of Vermont’s 
^79 prisoners made it over the Wall. 


...OR FEEL 
COOPED OP?" 


In KVKKY E’RtSflN E.AkliKtL 
it stems, there's plenty of 
white hominy in cans (six 
pounds nine ounces) tlu 
size of artillery pieces. 
Howls and dishes are called 
serving ware, a lot of it 


",.. OR 

HUNGRY?" 


made of green or tan plastic 

reinforced with chopped cotton cloth. At Ixst, prison 
food is extremely beany. Texas prisons, with their 
l(MMMH) acres of farmland, may provide (he heartiest 
menus of all. One day not long ago you could have eaten 
oatmeal with warm cane syrup, stewed fruit, ham and 
eggs, Salisbury steak with gravy, mashed potatoes, .spin¬ 
ach, pinto beans, corn, beet salad, cheese, cobbler, torn 
bread and hoi rolls, soup, a cheeseburger, fries, mustard 
greens, saner kraut anti cake. 
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WHO'S 


YOU WILL PROBABLY NOT 
he able to cam a good liv¬ 
ing in prison, but working 
is encouraged. The pay 
ranges from about $1.50 an 
hour to nothing. At Ijcsv- 
cnwurEh* inmate computer 
operators tackle chta-pro- 
cessing projects for t he federal bureaucracy or make bu¬ 
reaucrat s furniture. In Texas a particularly coveted job 
in Huntsville is cleaning the corrections commissioner's 
spittoon. Honest. 

Or you can go to school, A large fraction of prisons 
have arranged for local colleges to hold classes fur in¬ 
mates. A favorite of ours was at Dwight in Illinois: Soci¬ 
ology 251), Criminology. There is, in fact, plenty to do in 
prison, StateviUc prisoners have performed Mister Rob 
er/j* with an almost all-black cast. There are libraries: 
Dwight s has No Escape From Love* by Barbara Cart- 
land, and Anthony Adverse-, State ville’s includes biogra¬ 
phies of Bing Crosby and Leon Trotsky, Prisons show a 
lot of movies, mostly violent adventures. There are ea¬ 
ger-beaver prison chapters of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, proving that even behind prison waifs, the 
indomitable human spirit is undaunted in its hunger for 
golf anecdotes and tips on being a toastmaster. 

Where should you go to prison? Federal, minimum 
security^ is probably the only prudent all purpose an¬ 
swer. Otherwise, a woman might do well to shoot lor 
the Purdy Correction Center in Gig Harbor, Washing 
ton, on Puget Sound, For the sports-minded fellow who 
would like to spend time outdoors getting in shape* 
California's small forestry camp near San Luis Obispo 
sounds swell. 

On the other hand* beating up a couple of tourists and 
doing time on Si. Croix, in the U.S, Virgin Islands, has a 
demented, dreamy allure. Serving the 18 months in 
Golden Grove prison? The marriage of heaven and hell 
might be irresistible. 3 


"...OR 

BORED?" 



A Wallet- Size Reminder for 
Witnesses Appearing Before Congressional 
Committees and Grand furies 

--gs-g-, 

THEY SAY: t 

“Mr. North/Ms. M verson/ —.— -, ; 

■ YtiUR NAME. HIKE > 

just what do you know about improper arms j 
sales to Iran / your boyfriend^ lax evasion / »• 

_ 

¥QUtiCAHCALHEBE 

YOU SAY; j 

“On the advice of counsel, 1 exrrtJSc rny right % 
under the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution f 
and decline to answer on the grounds that my l 

testimony might tend to incriminate me,' 1 ^ 



Wall Street's Post-Boesffy Scramble for Criminal Lawyers 



On Monday morning, November 17, the customary phalanx ol investment bankers, 
traders, financiers and arbitrageurs tunneled in ro work. They were t lotlml in their 
Paul Stuart gray flannel suits and lightly starched white shirts, braced by the favored 
yellow suspenders, comforted by the familiar Hermes tie and cap toe oxford shoes, 
shaved and after-shaved* ihcir hair still damp from the morning showr. Or perhaps* 
on this particular day, with sweat. 

It was the first business day after Ivan Hoc sky, betrayed 
by his former confidant Dennis Levine* had announced he 
would plead guilty in one felony count ol insider trading 
and pay the SECJI0O million. If you had known Boesky— 
and everyone knew Bocsky—you had to worry that he T d 
implicated you in return lor such a trilling penalty. Who 
knows what outlandish, unfounded allegations he might 
have made? It was important to remain calm in the pres¬ 
ence ol co-workers what you're supposed to do when disaster strikes remain 

calm), but as Soon as possible you culled lor help, 

At the other end ol the telephone lines were New York s 
best white-collar criminal-defense lawyers. A clannish 
group consisting largely ol former federal prosecutors* they 
arc accustomed to representing the drigriu ci \ powerful: the 
same dozen lawyers turn up with all the big clients in im¬ 
broglios such as the Marc Rich rax scandal and the F. F. 
Hutton check-kiting snafu. These socialiMs reler to one 
another, with outworn irony* as “the usual suspects.” 

All the usual suspects and perhaps a dozen lesser tights 
received phone calls, some within 48 hours of Boesky’s mea culpa. “It was a very heady 
atmosphere” says Charles Stillman of Stillman, Friedman & Shaw. It was insanity* 1 
says John Tigue of Kostelanetz & Ritholz* who estimates that “50 important people 
called lawyers* as well as 100 others who didn’t know what they were talking about.” 
Between those who knew they were in trouble and those foolishly nervous Ijccausc 
they once owned the same sunrk as Boesky, there was a middle category of those who 
wanted to reserve a good lawyer m ease the investigation wandered their way. 0 bis is 
a practice skittish businessmen usually employ with takeover lawyt rs such as Joseph 
Flom or Martin Lipton: Hert s a lot of money be ready if l need you.) 

As Charles Stillman,, who is representing a possible insider trading indictee* says, 
“The simple lesson is, when in doubt—anti I'm not trying to sell my sc i v ko here—get 
a lawyer.’ Adds Don Buehwald of Buchwald & Kaufman, who will not say whether 
his firm is representing someone: “If you get a subpoena* the only reason not to speak 
to a lawyer is if you can't afford one." At between $200 and $450 an hour* fees mount* 
hut as Stillman points out, "The people you're helping arc in a position* fortunately, to 
pay” Robert Morvillo ol O be firmer* Morvillo & A bra mow it/.* whose hrui is waiting 
until die dust settles to decide which of a half dozen importunate businessmen to 
represent, says, “If you really want to be crass about it, this is going to be a very 
Lucrative time lor people in the white-collar area." 

But the callers found it wasn't so easy lo find a lawyer to whom they could start 
iintcing. First, there aren't many good white-collar attorneys. Second, white-collar 
susj>ecLs aren’t usually recidivists, so they don't know whom to Call: the first lawyer 
they try may already have a client, or a conflict of interest. Given all the ongoing SEC 
investigations, conflicts arc common. Solo practitioner Andrew I .awlcr says*“It's hard 
to tell whether 1 was conflicted. ... I wasn’t sure what was connected w fill what, what 
was 'Yuppiescam' and what was l>cnnis Levine.” Arthur Liman ot Bank Weiss, Rif- 
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kind, Wharton & Garrison, the dean of white-collar de¬ 
fense lawyers, raised eyebrows when he became one of 
at least three lawyers representing Michael Milken, the 
subpoenaed Drexcl Burnham Lambert junk bond king. 
Liman represented Levine, and if Levine fingered Mil¬ 
ken to the SEC, Liman would be representing both the 
accuser and the accused. That would be your basic con¬ 
flict of interest, A lawyer in a position to know reports 
that Paul, Weiss called Grand & Qstrow to 35 k if they 
would escort Levine into the prosecutor’s office for ap¬ 
pearance' sake. Grand & Ostrow, says the lawyer, re¬ 
fused- (Liman and his partner Martin Flumcnbaum, 
did not return phone calls.) 

Another difficulty in finding a lawyer is that some¬ 
times they don't want to be found. A lawyer at one of the 
firms representing top Drexel executives (although 
Drexel is Irring represented hy Cahill Gordon & Rein- 
dd, its regular counsel, Drexel employees have separate¬ 
ly engaged at least seven other firms) soys* "You don’t 
want to end up representing a lower-level person who’s 
going to get immunity or get right out of the case. You 
lose the action and the financial gain," In other words, 
the bigger the crook* the more attractive he is as a client, 
fohn Tiguc says he knows one lawyer who turned down 
arbitrage broker Boyd Jefferies, whose firm was subpoe¬ 
naed, because "it appeared he didn't have much of a 
problem " Tigue says his own firm "turned away a cou¬ 
ple of small fry” "peanuts 1 ' who wouldn't have brought 
in much more than a 15,000 retainer, before il agreed to 
represent "someone related to the people who control 
Drexel " the sort of client "who's going to put my kids 
through medical school" 

Artful phrases liked person related to the people who 
control Drexel arc part of a lawyer’s lexicon, crailed to 
discourage reporters and other busybodies, (They don't 
say, “Sheesh, I vc never seen anyone in as much trouble as 
my client Fred Mert£. And they always reier to crimes 
as "small problems.”) The lawyers arc paid to keep their 
clients free and out of the news: if the client is not indict¬ 
ed, no one need ever know he came darn close. 

Thus an elaborate dance began on November 14 and 
continues: the clients who don’t want anyone to know 
they have a lawyer are still circling lawyers who don't 
necessarily want them. Add to these difficulties the de¬ 
lay in further indictments, and reports that Bocsky was 
taping his conversations for the government, and you 
have the necessary conditions lor acute paranoia, "These 
guys aren't murderers and rapists, says Charles Still¬ 
man, "but they're in the worst situation of 'their lives, 
and they're distraught," What they want in a lawyer is 
not a mouthpiece but an earpiece. "We listen and we 
comfort," Stillman says. "A lot ol what we do is bedside 
manner," 

In addition to soothing words, clients want to hear 
whether to sit light or to meet with the SEC in hopes of 
addressing their . ., small problem. Their lawyers need 
information before they can counsel, and they usually 
get it from other lawyers. “You can pool information 
about where the government is going and what it's look¬ 
ing for,” says Andrew Lawler, “but it's got to be a two- 
way street. You have to be prepared u> give as well as 
get.” One lawyer says the professionals trust one another 
(“these guys arc best friends”) and will try to present a 
solid front against the government. If one lawyer's client 


is planning to "flip” (cooperate with the government in 
return lor leniency), he’ll tell the others, so they can flip 
their clients too. 

It ts curiously fitting that lawyers share information 
to save the men who shared information to profit. The 
differences: the lawyers do it legally, and they don't be¬ 
tray one another. When betrayal comes, it will tome 
from their clients, “Koiricrimrs fthc clicnts| get all ex¬ 
cited to keep up with you after fthc trial I, 1 ' says Andrew 
I^awler, "but you usually go out to dinner once and then 
it fades away." Another lawyer concludes wistfully, 
"During the time they need you, they need you quite 
badly. But even if you stop the government cold ami 
avoid an indictment, you're part of the bad memory, and 
they don't ever want to see you again." 

Aker the final act ol absolution, paying the lawyer's 
fees, the apostles of Wall Street just want to return to 
work on a Monday morning, wearing the lamihar Paul 
Stuart gray flannel suit, their hair still damp from the 
morning shower. —Tad Friend 
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ELIZABETHAN TIMES 

it was drama that flourished. In the Victorian era, it was the 
novel. In the Reagan decade, at is the celebrity tell-all hook. 
Make no mistake; we are living in a golden age. 

NO ONI KNOWS exactly who invented the celebrity aulo 
biography. It may have been Benjamin Franklin, in between devising bifocals and 
discovering electricity. His is not what we would consider a genu! Celebris y autobiogra¬ 
phy by modern standards. He lails to mention, let alone rate, any of 
his sexual partners, nor does he tell us what substances he abused 
and why he regrets it today. He doesn't discuss nude scenes, ihe studio 
system, the loneliness ol going on the road. I ie makes no mention of 
the late Ijzc Strashcrg or the late Vince Lombardi* It's merely a 
rather tedious excursion into the mind ol a Founding Father, and 
unfortunately for us, it set the pattern for the next 2IHI years. 

THE MAN who’s generally credited with 
turning everything around (unless you credit Adolf Hitler, whose 
Mein Kampf was certainly filled with the requisite amount of 
screwy self-justideation) is [tm Bouton, the former baseball player. 

His Bali Pour (1970) showed that a man need not have done any¬ 
thing exceptional in order to write a best-selling autobiography. In 
fact, Bouton proved that a man could he a washed up relief pitcher on an expansion 
team, a genuine has-been,a real and true hum, and still write a best-seller, provided he 
was willing lo discuss sexual peccadilloes and drug use and generally expose himself 
and his colleagues to public derision. Billions of dollars had been spent teaching 
Americans u> read, yet many citizens never used the skill for anything more compli¬ 
cated than <-LUSK Co VO UfcHiKh STRIKING* Now there was a book to fill the void, 

ARE THERE ANY ground rules governing who can write a 
celebrity tell all book:* One rule of thumb is that you have to In: out oi youi teens. If 
you are a teenager, however, take heart: you really don't have to do anything hut 
survive until you are 25, and then you can write about how your career was destroyed 
by unscrupulous managers, f )f course, if you can t wait that long to put pen to paper, 
you can write a beauty book* 

BEYOND THAT, the re arc lew rules. Malcolm Cowley, Lee 
Iacocca, Conway Twitty, it's all the same to us. If somehow you made the cover of 
People magazine, so much the belter* Don’t worry if it was lor cummiltuig a crime. It’s 
mcc (but by no means necessary) if you’ve done something beneficial lor mankind; 
and if along the way you haven’t embarrassed or defeated some moderately well 
known person whom you can turn into the villain of the piece, you might try to do so 
Indore contacting a publisher. Or perhaps the book itself will take care of that, 

DO YOU HAVE to Ixr "hot to get published? Not at all, 
although there is a relationship between how long you've been out of the limelight and 
how much dirt you have to dish out. If you’re hot, all you have to do is talk in the most 
general terms about your divorce, how much you miss your kids, how much you like 

working with famous people and what it all means. If 
you’re not so hut, you’d better tell whether it was you or 
your spouse who cheated and with whom, how disappoint¬ 
ed you were when you had u> put your kids in (he Hefty 
Ford Center* how little you enjoyed working with famous 
people, and that the only ihing that matters is to triumph, 
with God's help, in the end. 

DOES WRITING your own story guarantee you immortal¬ 
ly? Absolutely, Consider these examples; My Lift as a 
Small Boy, by Wally Cux; Treasure in Chiy; The Autobiogra¬ 
phy of Fulton /. Sheen ; Frents Leading Up to the Comedy: An 
Autobiography^ by Elliott Nugent; and Ed Wynn's Son^ by 
Keenan Wynn. The problem with celebrity biographies is that there are so many. Not 
even the most depraved reader can possibly keep up. Therefore, SPY has developed a 
directory of 23 Fundamental Features of celebrity tell-all books. You will discover* as 
we did, that it is in this highly distilled form that the lives of the renowned and 
insignificant can be most clearly glimpsed. Our college trained researchers have re¬ 
duced a dozen current offerings to these naked essentials. 

YOU SAVE TIME, but also hard cash: A bookstore would 
ask you to pay J2I2.40 plus tax lor Lhe 12 books condensed here. Cost of SPY: an 
insignificant |2.5fl. Savings to you: an incredible $209.9(1. 
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Sydney once let j boy friend rake 
snapshots oi her mule. Eleven ycurs 
bner, some of them ran in the Daily 
News and the Ihst. "i wjs devastated " 
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I admired: SKirlcy MucLaine, Andy 

Williams and his wife-1 kept suiy- 

n\g to mysdf I don’t believe this! 1 ,,. 
W r e went to Avcrcll ]larriman's home 
and fisartied all night” 
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THE POLITICS OF BOORISH NESS 



IT HAD BEEN GOING SO WELL 

for the wife of the Canadian ambassador to the U.S. 
She’d passed herself off as a comic writer and social 
observer, and the famous and powerful were beating 
a path to her Washington lair. But all that changed 
a year ago this month, when she publicly whacked 
her social secretary across the cheek. Our Liz Embry 
had a privileged peek inside the now crumbling 
world of the Gotliebs. She escaped with her life. 


ON PAPER, SONORA GOTLIER SEEMED LIKE 
a find. Funny! bright anti irreverent; pelchraler! food 
writer ant! (in The Washington Post and Vanity Fair) hu¬ 
morist; refreshingly unschooled in the ways of social 
Washington and yet effortlessly successful at them. She 
was the steadfast wife ol a successful man, and a woman 
of some note in her own right. Such a package! 

1 simply can’t tell you how disappointed I was to find 
out that Sandra Got rich wasn't anything like that at alL 

E had come into the Gotliebs’ Rode Creek Drive home 
expecting to find Daphne du Mauner’s bewitching Re¬ 
becca; Sondra Godicb had told me she felt like Mrs. de 
Winter. I left with the impression that [ had just rnct 
Mrs. Danvers, 

But I’m getting ahead uf myself Ft) tell you this* 
though; right from the start* female intuition told me 
that reality was at odds with the image. On the night ol 
one of their big parties I arrived as requested, a little 
early. There seemed to be nobody on the ground door, 
and J thought it a good time to give the place the once¬ 
over. \ was scouting doors for the powder room when I 
accidentally opened one that led mto a small anteroom, 
where a hairstylist was refurbishing Mrs. Gotliebs do. 
He had curled it around on top ol her head as one might 
do to an exceptionally large blob of bmwn Dream 
Whip, h looked ghastly. My reaction must have shown 
on my face, because she shot me a look that could have 
opened a manhole cover at SO tket, Thank goodness we 
had already had a number of lengthy talks, because al¬ 
though 1 Was a guest* oN and on. at her home over the 
next ten days, she never said another word to me. 

M rs. Gotlieb came out ol the anteroom IS minutes 
before the guests were to arrive* The servants were mak¬ 
ing lust-nt?mile adjustments to tables and place settings, 

and Mrs. Gotlieb* acting every inch the Chatelaine of the 
manor, Ix'gan psmng the center hall, periodically hiking 
up her evening dress and checking Her hair in the mirror. 
In the living room J found her husband, Ambassador Al¬ 
lan < lodieb, gingerly lingering his hair into place and re 
hearsing the toast he was to give later that evening. 

In Washington, dinner at eight means just that* and 
as 1 he hour sounded, 1 imouMpeS li-cgan depositing the 
important and the celebrated at the Gotliebs' doorstep. 

On this crisp Friday night the couple had decided to 
throw a black-tie dinner for 65* in honor of themselves. 
(1 always thought that was the sort of thing others arc 
supposed to do for you. But sweetie, what do I know— 
I ’m just an internists daughter from Davenport, Iowa, I 
One by one, the arrivals filed into the rotunda to have 
the air near their cheeks kissed bv Mrs, (iollieb. It did is l 

j 

take long before a lair sampling of Washington [Xiwer 
and influence were saying their hellos to one another 
over cocktails in the living room, I was certainly im¬ 
pressed* In various clusters scattered here and there 
about the living room wxre Ed Mcese, Paul Vblckcr 
{who brought a weirdly corny gift lor the Gotliebs—a 
Plexiglas cube full of shred Bed currency) and Katharine 
Graham. Former talent agent Charles Wick was at the 
piano. Mingling with the other guests were then Na¬ 
tional Security Adviser John Poindexter, Barbara Wal¬ 
ters! Sally Quinn and GotSicbH two Washington Post 
busses* executive editor Ikn Brad lee and editorial page 
editor Meg Greenfield. Also working the room were 
foreigners (and CothJc Nut editors) Harry El vans and 
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demonstrators at 


embassy around 


given Sandra 


trouble. "They 
par!{ in front of 


The mitt-apartheid j Tina lirown and Canadian film director Norman Jewt- 

son; David Brinkley; Vernon Jordan; arms-control 
schlump Kenneth Adel man; and AFL-CIO president 
Lane Kirkland. 

This, 1 had been told, was pretty much dinner as lisu- 
the South African ) al for the Gotliebs—a heightened pitch of social activity 

that accrues to one naturally if, like the Gotliebs, you are 
Washington’s compelling social couple of the moment. 
In a remarkably short time, they had elbowed their way 
up alongside the enduring social powers ol Washington: 
fbe COT fit')' htice ) Evangeline Bruce, the well-married Pamela Hardman, 

Mrs. Graham, Glare Boothe Luce (who even m her 
eighties still gives dinner dances at the Sulgrave Club), 
Isabella Gardner Coolidge, George and Liz Stevens, 
Lidy Marjorie Wright and Jack Kent Cooke. 
Gotheb tons oj / For their scurry up the social ladder, it is said, Mrs. 

' Gotheb cast herself as a latter-day Alice Roosevelt Long- 
worth, Washington's legendary grande dame. Unless 
Mrs. Roosevelt was a tiresome snob and a social bully— 
and by most accounts she was not—I'm afraid I just 
don’t buy the parallel. [ had heard, though, that like Mrs. 
Roosevelt, Mrs. Gotlieb had a tart tongue—and she dors. 
She uses it, though, not to amuse and engagingly abuse 
OiiV pltiCC and ( her rich and famous guests but to terrorize her hapless 

underlings at the embassy 
and the embassy resi¬ 
dence, When I asked 
them what Mrs. Gotlicb 
was realty like* they rolled 
iheir eyes and, in the ease 
of two, actually shud¬ 
dered in the knowledge of 
past and impending lears, 

I used the word harridan 
in rclerencc to Mrs, Got¬ 
heb a number ol times* 
and no one ever stopped to 
cor reel me. 

The Gotliebs managed 
nonetheless to las hi on for 
the embassy residence a 
reputation as a salon ol 
sorts—a gathering place 
lor powerful, interesting 
people and last, interest¬ 
ing talk. As the exception proving the rule, the < iotlicbs 
had the Sunday bclore held a brunch for more than 6(1 
people m honor of bookie’s son and TV Guide publisher 
Walter Annenberg {although in Washington he is for¬ 
ever referred to as Ambassador) and his wife, Lee. The 
Gotliebs had met the Annenbergs the year before, in 
Palm Springs, on one of the jaunts for which they were 
later criticized in their home country because they had 
charged the expenses lor the trip to the government. At 
any rate, the Sunday turnout lor the Gotliebs’ new best 
tr lends included Warren Burger, Donald Regan, Bob 
and Dolores Hope, Jcane Kirkpatrick and Mrs. Kdgar 
Bergen. 

Like many of the Gotliebs' past parties, the Friday 
and Sunday affairs were highly sociable, hut Wash¬ 
ington being Washington, there was an underlying, un¬ 
smiling current of purpose about them. The 
Washingtonians present apparently felt festive, but ev¬ 
eryone seemed wooden and formal. Nobody said any- 
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thing nasty about anyone. And nobody smoked! How 
can you possibly have a salon without cigarette smoke? 
Nobody drank much, either ([ was the veritable booze 
monkey of both affairs, and I drink hardly at all.) As 
ever in Our Nation’s Capital, all anyone talked about 
was politics—not sophisticated policy nuance, and not 
even interesling gossip, but the dullest kintis of news¬ 
magazine verities. Even the real estate talk that domi¬ 
nates New York dinner party conversation would have 
been refreshing by comparison. 

My problem was that 1 had gone to the Gotliebs' ex¬ 
pecting to have a good time. And in the capital, that is 
precisely not the point. As a general rule, Washington 
social affairs rarely are venues for frolic anti gaiety and 
are nothing if not work with a change of clothes. ’’Par¬ 
ties are part of the culture of the town, as are the muse¬ 
ums and as are the theaters,” Allan Gotlicb told me 
somberly. "The workplace and the social place are two 
dimensions ol a single thing—the sense of purjxj.se in 
power towns, so to s|>cak. In fac i^party is an unfortunate 
word, because parties arc serious business here.” 

Party'' is an unfortunate word. J b hear the Gotliebs 
tell it, it’s no lark planning and orchestrating an eve¬ 
ning? entertainment in Washington. On any given 
night there are 20 or 30 major dinner parties, and com¬ 
petition for big-name guests is fierce, Ridgcwd.ls t the 
old-line Washington caterer, handles upwards of 9,000 
parties a year, and big social draws such as Pamela ffar- 
riman, Katharine Graham, Evangeline Bruce and high- 
level administration people often get 2*3 invitations for a 
single evening. Connie Connor, Mrs. Gotlieb’s sweet, 
American-born social secretary, will send out 150 invita¬ 
tions just to snare two or three dozen guests for a sit- 
down dinner. 

Into this alarming social fray the Gotliebs ventured 
and flourished, "It was often said of us that our place Jin 
Ottawa] was a crossroads for interesting people” Allan 
Gotlieb told me, “So in that sense, we continued here a 
tradition. We like to reach out,’’ (Word of honor, he 
really said that.) 

In a way. you’ve got to hand it to them. Neither plays 
tennis, virtually a social necessity in Washington, and 
the ambassador’s $75,000-a-year salary is probably equal 
to the annual clothing budgets of some uf their guests. 
And the Gotliebs are, after all, Canadians, with all the 
potential tedium that implies. But Allan Gotlieb can be 
charming, and his wife's habit of horning in on his con¬ 
versations was considered—in Washington, anyway— 
saucy and irreverent* 

Allan Gotlicb, who will be W next year, was educated 
almost entirely outside his own country, taking his un¬ 
dergraduate degree al the University of California at 
Berkeley, a master’s at Oxford (as a Rhodes scholar) arid 
finishing at Harvard Law School, where he made Law 
Review. He worked first as a barrister in London's In¬ 
ner Temple, then—grab For that brass ring* Allan'—be¬ 
came a career civil servant in Canada. 

He tikes to collect ostentatiously civil ized things 
(lealherbound books, antique chess sets) and has a valu¬ 
able collection of prints by the minor nineteenth centu¬ 
ry French artist James Tissoi. Moon-faced and beetle- 
browed, Gotlieb had been a mere bureaucrat for most of 
his working life when by 1981 he had convinced then 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau of the need for a new 
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public advocacy in Washington that would promote 
Canadian interests in ongoing disputes with the US- 
over energy, trade, fishing rights and acid rain. Gotlieb 
was given the Washington ambassadorship, his first 
diplomatic post. Working Congress and the White 
House more liken lobbyist than an ambassador, Gotlieb 
pritlcd himself on the access (has came his way as his 
fora] socializing accelerated. Rut his extreme closeness 
with Mike Deaver has proved embarrassing to both 
men. Ami for all his efforts at fostering an image of "'Mr* 
Inside, ' Gotlieb only found out about recent important 
11 .S. <icc i s i ons a \ fee tt n g Ca nad a (w hen. fo r i nit a nee, t he 
White House imposed a tarif f on Canadian wood shin¬ 
gles) on the evening news, like everyone else, 

Sandra i iotlieb, the author nf three books in Canada, 
two of them about food, achieved something ol a name 
for herself in the capital once she began producing a 
fortnightly Letter from Washington column for The 
lVtuhington Prist* Written in the hum of a letter home to 
a friend, the column depicted Mrs. Gotlieb as a social 
free spirit, bemused by but uninterested ill worming her 
way into Washington society. It aspires to the little- 
workl-of-our-own flavor of Wodehouse, and it is peo¬ 
pled by characters named in a lame Pcrdmancsque 
vein: social ire Pop sic Tribble, famous columnist I Jond 
Itarlunt, diplomat Baron Spine ami lobbyist Joe Protuis- 
nll. I have heard that some people find the column hin¬ 
ny. I confess I never have, ('ad Bernstein told me once 
that the reporters at the fbsi find its presence in their 
paper humiliating* A year and a half ago a small Wash¬ 
ington publisher put together a collection of these col 
umns under the title t4 Wije of*,./' subtitled An 
Irreverent Account nf Life in PouTitown , and for months 
a I ter wart! copies of the IkmjL were displayed prominent¬ 
ly on a table in the residence \ vestibule. I asked Allan 
Gotlieb about his wife, and he said this: M Somebody 
once sait h "Sties crazy- like a fox,' 1 s;iy, 'Mrs one has 
programmed her software.’ " 1 think he thought this 
was funny. Such a Canadian* 

Neither of rhe Gorlicbs is shy about discussing their 
dramatic social ascension. (Post dap, they wisely 
clammed up.) At first. Mm, Gotlieb says, they were in¬ 
vited out only infrequently and spent many even mgs 
silting on the chesterfields in the residence study. "And 
we'd look at each other," she recalls, “and say, 'What are 
we supposed to do?* And Allan would say, ‘Don't ask 
me, I've never been an ambassador lie tore.’” 

That all changed when they decided to host a dinner 
parly lor the visiting Canadian external affairs minister. 
A Burry ot invitations went out. “We didn't know any¬ 
body here,' 1 Airs t itrtlieb told me, "so wc just picked out 
famous names.” Names like then Secretary of Slate 
Al e x a n i I er H a ig a ml (’a spa r Wei nhc r gc r. " A nd t h c y a 11 
put us on hold —they wouldn't say yes or no. Everybody 
said, ‘Don't lake it personally, it’s just the way Washing¬ 
ton iC And then Weinberger called about four days lie 
fore the party and said he was coming, and Haig called 
five minutes later. Well, then we told the social secretary 
to drop those names to the rest of the people, and they all 
accepted that day." What happened next is a story Son- 
dra Gotlieb has told quite literally hundreds of times, 
each time with the purpose of casting herself as the thor 
aughly charming, guileless social naif that, of course, she 
isn't, I could describe what happened next, but why not 


let the lady tell it herself: “Everybody came early and f 
was standing at the door and the people sort of knocked 
me down as they came in and they all knew each other 
and started talking to each other and 1 realized. Hey* Vm 
the hostess here. Id bettaget control of the situation. And I 
went up to one man and said, Tm Sandra Gotlieb, the 
wife of the Canadian ambassador and your hostess, and 
I wonder if you wouldn't mind introducing me to some 
of my guests after you tell me your name.' And he said, 
'Well, I’m Ben Bradlcc and fm the editbr of The Wash¬ 
ington Rust/ " 

The (Jotlicbs' next step was to pick upon an old social 
gambit in the capital: you throw a party for someone 
tbaL everyone else wants to meet -eveft if you do not 
kn ow the fionorcc yourself -anti step back as Washing¬ 
ton clambers to your door In the months fust after the 
Reagans moved into the White Haute, ihe trick in 
Washington was to get near the people closest to them, 
Mrs. Gotlieb had attended a luncheon with the wife of 
newly appointed Attorney General William French 
Smith, ami at her husband's suggestion, she called and 
said that the Goiliehs would like to throw a party for 
them. The attorney general and his wife proved to tse a 
handsome draw, and on the night of their party the Cot- 
Uebs were rewarded with a half dozen senior adminis¬ 
tration people and a mum mural ion of senators and 
socialites. In Washington society* as Sondra Gotlieb 
quickly discovered, nominal importance plus push mess 
equals success. 


Both (rOtliebs were eager to share their tips for social 
success with me. In drawing up their guest lists—a task 
that id lei i occupies whole weekends — the couple told 
me, they go tor Naim’s first. Allan (iotlich seems to have 
the whole thing pretty well figured out. “ The sine qua 
non in a good Washington parry is to have people that 
oilier people want to see, 7’hey don't particularly want 
to sec foreigners, \ those] outside of the people that play 
in the American power system, in the American power 
grid. OJ course, a celebrity foreigner they are tvry inter 
csted in, Washingtonians also like to sec people who arc 
socially prominent. They also want the spouses, the la¬ 
dies. But in that sense, they want those that are socially 
in die news, or socially important, You want adminis¬ 
tration. You want people who are interesting per se anti 
come from maybe a social milieu. You want important 
people” In other words, l guess be was saying, you want 
people who art important. But there’s more. Gotlieb 
said they also try for “lawyers who are very prominent 
in the party structures* Democratic or Republican. Attd 
their personality helps ' 

The ambassador likes to handle me wine selection 
himself. He told me* though, that his own highly at¬ 
tuned palate is at odds with the baser tastes of hi$ guests. 
“Washingtonians," he told me, "a re not all that interest¬ 
ed in good wine. They have no nose. On the other hand, 
they like to think they're drinking good wine* if some 
body tells them they're drinking good wine. Hut they arc 
not really appreciative of the wines,” 

Another essential ingredient of a really good Wash¬ 
ington party, Allan (rotlieb instructs, is a clever seating 
arrangement. “This,' he says, “is the critical thing. It is 
by far the most (difficult* because] a party means basical¬ 
ly who is on your left and who is on your right,’ l k says 
that when it conies to seating, guests, like real estate 
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I guess the DlUSt I developers, are interested in just ihrec words: location, 

location, location. "And really, quite often—not to toot 
our horn—I do hear that people who come to our parties 
say, ‘Well, I was really delighted to meet So-and- 

i ii 

so.,.. 

VVlut the Gotlicbs fail to mention in their list of party 
musts is that for a really exciting time there's nothing 
quite like a good old-fashioned cathght on the front 
steps as the guests are arriving. T his Mrs, Gotlieb glori¬ 
ously provided when she whacked her social secretary 
not once hut twice across the face, after the secretary 
told her that Dick Darman had canceled his plans to 
come to a dinner the Gotlicbs were throwing that night 
they did ft t Wdllt ( for visiting Canadian prime minister Brian Mulruiicy. 

The skip may have surprised the people who had read, 
all those puffy magazine ami newspaper profiles of her. 
But to those who knew her well, Sondra Godieb had 


boorish guests 
were the meat 
packers. They got 
a little drunf{ and 


to leave. So tie 


turned off the 
lights f and they 
tie re wandering 
around 
in the darlf* 


simply blown her cover. The nasty truth was out: far 
from being an easygoing and gifted social amateur, she 
was, rather, the antithesis— an extravagantly pushy high 
hat who would fawn like an excited puppy when guests 
were around and stomp about the house barking out 
orders to servants and staff when they weren't. It be¬ 
came unavoidably apparent that her social climb was 
all important, all-demanding. She was shown to be ev¬ 
ery bit the sort of striving matron she ridiculed in her 
fW column. Social Washington immediately closed 
ranks around her after the slap. They knew r they had 
been taken in by her, but they weren't about to admit as 
much in public. 

Rut for Mrs. Gotlieb, life in the embassy residence 
was never without its hardships. “We’ve had so much 
trouble*" she says, referring to the South African embas¬ 
sy just around the corner, "The demonstrators are prac¬ 
tically at our doorsteps So what happens is, they park in 
front of our place and throw their Colonel Sanders 
chicken in our yard. Every demonstration attracts riff- 


rafTof some sort." 

Mrs. Gotlieb must also brave the thoughtlessness of 
the people she and her husband invite into their home. 
“I guess the most boorish guests were the meat packers,’’ 
she told me. "They got a little drunk and they didn't 
want to leave," A hostess is not without her tricks, how¬ 


ever, "So we turned off the lights, 11 Mrs. Gotlieb re¬ 
called, "and they were wandering around in the dark " 

“1 People will| come an hour early, or something like 
that," she added, "Some group came jwhen Allan| was 
having a meeting, ant! [he] asked them to leave. So one 
woman was insulted. But this would not be Washington. 
This would be people who arc coming to stargaze. You 
know what I mean?' 1 

Most annoying of all to Mrs, Goilich arc guests with 
acquisitive lingers. She fears especially for her collection 
of small cigarette cases. "People think they're in a hotel," 
she shrieks, "and that they can take aw ay things as sou¬ 
venirs!" It’s tacky and insulting to her guests and Mrs, 
< jotlicb really hates having to do it, but she simply must, 
she says, clear away nil her cigarette cases for large pr- 
tics, Sure enough, at both the black-tic party on Friday 
night and the brunch for the Amicnbcrgs on Sunday, 
the cigarette cases were not in evidence. Mrs. Gotlieb \ 
security measures notwithstanding, a family portrait 
disappeared the evening of ihe black-tie party. I know 
this because I got a phone call a couple of days later 
inquiring if J had, perhaps, “borrowed" the photograph. 
M rs. Gotlieb had one of the people at the embassy han¬ 
dle this unpleasant business on account of her being 
too much of a lady, don't you know. 

As one of the Gotlieb parties I attended drew to a 
dose, ! really couldn't recall ever having been in such a 
hurry to see the backs of two people's heads. All that 
remained was Allan Gotlieb’s toast. {I was horrified to 
learn from him thill lie delivers one at almost every parly 
they give.) I was in such a rush to leave that, to be frank, 
1 heard little ol what the ambassador said in his speech* 1 
admired, however, the seasoned way he managed to 
pick up his train of (bought alter each ol his wile s many 
interruptions, each of which drew successively less ner¬ 
vous laughter from the guests. 1 was about to bolt for (he 
coatroom when Ed Mccse stood to ofYcr a toasL to the 
Crolliebs. His remarks alluded to bow much Washing¬ 
ton would miss [he couple once they were gone and 
what their plans might be for the future. I knew that an 
original (preslap) plan had it that the couple would stay 
in Washington uni if say, this year, when Allan Gotlieb 
would leave government for private business, probably 
ill Toronto, where their daughter lives. This might have 
been a cover for what was reportedly his true Intent—to 
join Mike Dealers public relations firm, a plan that was 
queered when Dcavers entrepreneurial zeal was ex¬ 
posed as being a trifle unseemly. Ask most people about 
the Gotlicbs these days and they will say that they have, 
in effect, already gone hack to Canada, Forgotten but not 
gone, to borrow a George Kaufman line. 

As Mcese lifted his glass to the couple, the time 
neared 10:JO p in. Within minutes chauffeurs bad been 
summoned and the guests had begun to depart. Mrs. 
Gotlieb looked pleased with herself, "In Washington," 
she had told me earlier, "it doesn't matter whether 
you're a movie star or whether you Ye tn real estate or 
when her you're in government. There's always one mar¬ 
velous thing to talk about, and that's politics, l like 
Washington for that reason." Most of her guests had 
left, and 1 was about to do the same myself when I 
passed by the living room and paused to contemplate the 
few stragglers—not drinking, iiol smoking, lost to ihe 
world and dancing to the sound of politics. ^ 
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The Duchess of Windsor was wrong. Even when her weight 
dropped to 87 pounds, resulting in hemorrhaging ulcers, she 
clung with bony hands to a pillow bearing her famous motto. 
Some call this class. We call it extremism. As Nell Scovell 
discovered, the evidence suggests that indeed, you can be 

too 




rherc is an inverse rela- 
drcss size and ihc size ol 
Her apartment. A size 2 gets a 14-room apartment, A 
size 14 gets a twu-room apartment. J his phenomenon i*. 
counterintuitive^ since the larger woman would seem to 
need more space. But need has nothing to do with it. 

Ruhenesque heft on a woman used to l>e a sure sign ol 
wealth, as only the rich could afford to cat well. At Lc 
Cirque these days, the ladies who lunch play with their 
S2H prix fixe meals anti come out thinner than they went 
in. Miraculously, even those who like to eat st-trm not tv 
gain weight. {Tn tact, one moneyed scarecrow donates 
her soiled couture castoffs to the Metropolitan Muse¬ 
um's Costume Institute, Soiled, says an Institute source, 
not with sweat or champagne, but with vomit.) 

Such emaciation is worth nothing if it is not haunted: 
diamond chokers clasp chicken necks, Chanel chains 
hind boyish hips, emeralds droop from shriveled car- 
lobes. And doesn't it seem that the more the wiie diets, 
the more the husband balloons' (It's all those power 
breakfasts—a necessary part of fulfilling the “too rich” 
half of the aphorism,) Evenings, the couples march off to 
black'tic affairs looking like Olive Gy I and Rluto. 

Still, self-deprivation can pay off. Look ai Nancy 
Reagan and Princess Diana. But the line between ele¬ 
gance and anorexia is, well—oh, all right—extremely 
thin. Which of these women cross itP IX-cidc for yourself. 
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In New Yoi f 

Hondop between a woman s 


ANNE BASS 
Smoking through dinner 
and taking ballet class 
every day help keep five- 
fd>ot-six-inch Anne Bass 
in a size 4. If she hod 
been staying at 98 
pounds for her husband, 
oil millionaire Sid Bass, 
her labors were futile. 
Last fall he ran off 
with another skinny, 
Mercedes Kellogg. But he 
need never worry about 
confusing them in the 
dork* "Mrs, Kellogg has 
more curve than Mrs. 
8oss/ J says Boat Manor, 
of Oscar de la Renta. 
"Mrs. Bass has very nice 
legs and large shoulders, 
but she is very flat, 
Frankly, Mrs. Bass has no 
bust at all/ 4 

Still, Anne Bass might 
wind up with as much 
as $40*0 million from 
her pending divorce 
settlement fond the 
continued company of 
dancer turned walker 
Peter Martins). 
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MERCEDES KELLOGG 

''You listen to your body ond it tells you the 
things you want/' soys Mercedes Kellogg, 

Sid Goss's new squeeze and the estranged 
wife of former ambassador Francis Kellogg. 
"If you're craving meat, you need the blood/ 1 
Though five feet six and three-quarters 
inches toll and 110 pounds, Kellogg 
maintains that she has never dieted, "I 
smoke, I drink, I eat/' she says. "I used to 
weigh 125 pounds, but it was puppy fat. I 
lost the weight by moving houses." A size 4 
or 6, Kellogg says, "1 have tried everything 
in exercise, but it docs not agree with me," 
Financially, Kellogg is a questionable 
starter on this list, but partisans soy she's 
bound to make the move from Pork to Fifth 
with her new steady. 





NAN KEMPNER 
At five feet nine inches. Non Kempner, wife 
of Laeb Partners Corporation chairman Tom 
Kempner, is the tallest size 4 on the list. 
Still, she says, "I am faux maigre \ look 
thinner than I am " Unlike most at the 
rapaciously scrawny, Kempner does not 
weigh herself obsessively. "The last time f 
weighed myself, I was under 115 but I was 
wearing a big fur coat and shoes at the 
time," She claims she doesn't starve herself, 
either. "She eats like a horse/' says Glenn 
Bernbaum, owner of Mortimer's. Kempner 
does, however, hove an aversion to 
sweetbreads and oysters. "The lost time I 
ate on oyster, 1 was three years old - they're 
ugly, slimy, icky-poo/' she soys. "Other than 
that. I'll eat anything and anyone." 



BROOKE HAYWARD 
Despite Brooke Hayward's efforts to affect 
a matronly look, enshrouding her thin hips 
and flat chest in earth-mother draperies, her 
chicken neck tells ail. The ftve-faot-seven- 
ineh Broadway brat wears a size £ and 
weighs between 108 and 110 pounds. "I 
don't like the look of very thin women, 
especially past the age of 45," she says, 
Hayward is 49 and attributes her weedy 
figure to genetics, not willpower. "I don't 
diet at oil. I eat three meals a day/' she says. 
"What's more, to be really hideous, I don't 
exercise ot all/' Hayward's best-selling 
1977 autobiography, Haywire, was turned 
into a mini series, and husband Peter Duchin 
pulls in $5 million a ycor from his donee 
bond business. 






















MARY TYLER MOORE 
Remember how cute 'll' curvy 
Lqurq Petrie looked in her 
stretch pants? Today those 
pgnts would billow. At five 
feet seven inches* Mary Tyler 
Moore wears a size 6, 
although her publicist soys 
she "lost a lot of weight" 
filming her 1986 smash. Just 
Between Friends. In the movie 
she aerobicized maniacally* 
looking like a stick of beef 
jerky in a leotard (inset), 
Moore* a diabetic* avoids 
sugar and goes to ballet class 
every day. As part owner and 
chairman of MTM 
Productions* Moore is worth 
about $30 million, 

other." 


NANCY KISSINGER (left) Nearly six feet tall and o size 8* 
Nancy Kissinger looks as if she's been stretched on a rack, with 
special attention lavished an the arms (inset). Her secret? A 
lethal regimen of Coke and cigarettes. As for exercise* 
Kissinger has been known to go a few rounds at an airport now 
and them Henry's company* Kissinger Associates* reportedly 
grosses $4 million a year enough to keep her in Coke* Virginia 
Slims and a Riverhause co-op. 

ANNETTE REED (right) The wispy five*foot-f ive-ond-a-half- 
inch, 98-pound Annette Reed slips easily into a size 2* but it 
wasn't always that way. "I used to be enormous*" Reed says af 
her teen years* when she bloated to ISO pounds. Strangely* 
though her waist now measures an ethereal 21.5 inches and her 
bock ts topographically indistinguishable from her chest (inset)* 
old feeding habits endure. "No wheat germ tor me*" she says. 
"I love candy bars and Coca-Cola-" Reed lives in a suite at the 
Carlyle to be near her boyfriend* bald designer Oscar de la 
Renta, but she doesn't have to worry about the hotel bill (rates 
start at $10*700 per month). Forbes estimates that Reed* her 
four sisters and her mother* Jane Engelhard* are worth over 
$365 million* thanks to the late mineral magnate Charles 
Engelhard Jr t * the prototype for Ion Fleming's Auric Goldfinger* 


HELEN GURLEY BROWN 
"I weigh 105 and I'm five feet four 
inches toll/' says Cosmopolitan editor 
Helen Gurley 8rown. But sometimes 
fat people consumed with jealousy try 
to thwart her dieting efforts. "One 
aggravated hostess put chocolate 
chips in my Sonka put in the kitchen 
one day, then gleefully told me what 
she hod done after I drank. Bitch!" 
wrote Brown in Having It All. These 
saboteurs "can't stand that you have 
the discipline to do what you did. If 
ypu weigh less than they do* they 
want you to gain*" she said recently. 
The wife of film producer David 
(Jaws) Brown and a resident of the 
Beresford, she admits that staying a 
size 2 is hard work, "I'm always 
feeling guilty or hungry one or the 
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CAROLYNE ROEHM 

Corolync Rochm is. all angles; 
nasc, chin, shoulders and elbows 
all jut like sharpened steel. And 
yet RaehnVs chest is strangely flat. 
At five feet nine and a half inches, 
she weighs 1 JO pounds and wears 
a size 6. Her husband, Henry 
Kravis, the levcroged-buyout 
specialist, is worth at least $180 
million; they have bought a $5,5 

million Pork Avenue apartment 
and <r $1.43 million Renoir. 
Kravis- perhaps threatened with a 
sharp hipbone—also stoked his 
wife millions when she launched 
her own couture line. 


DIANA ROSS 

Diana Ross's hunger for fame 
has clearly overwhelmed her 
hunger for food. Her vital 
statistics: five feet three 
and o half inches toll; 
siie 2/4; seven-year, $28 
million RCA recording 
contract, which she 
supplements with Motown 
royalties and $300,000-a- 
week appearances in Las 
Vegas and Atlantic City. 
Onstage, Ross wears 
skintight costumes o major 
change from the 1960s, when 
she used to pad her hips and 
bosom. Her nose has also 
gotten noticeably, surgically 
thinner since then. 


MARISA BERENSON 

Large (five feet eight inches 
toll) and lean (less than 115 
pounds), ex-model Mar iso 
Borens on wears a size 4 and 
avoids sidewalk grates. The 
granddaughter of Elsa 
Schiaparelli, grandniece of 
Bernard Berenson, daughter 
of Robert L. Berenson and 
estranged wife of Trump 
lawyer and publicity hound 
Richard Golub, she now 
claims to be pursuing a film 
career in Europe. Like Helen 
Gurley Brown and Annette 
Reed, Berenson nicely 
exemplifies the super-svelte 
"chicken wing syndrome*" 


JACQUELINE CHASSIS 
Although five foot six and a size 
&, Onassis has o penchant for 
long-sleeved gowns that nearly 
excluded her from this list. But 
her bony hands give her away 
(inset), Perhaps she should return 
to wearing the little white gloves 
that she popularized as first 
lady. A slavish exerciser, Onassis 
jogs every day and rides nearly 
every weekend. She lives on Fifth 
Avenue and is estimated to be 
worth $25 million, despite her 
tiny salary as on editor at 
Doubleday. Sister Lee Radii will, 
who is even slimmer than 
Onassis, would hove made the 
fist had she not taken o public 
relations job at Giorgio Armani. 
Apparently she needed the 
money* v 











YOU THINK IT’S TOUGH TO BE 


fiuitng tttty gnrn 


happy in New York? You don’t know 

lutith hour, the average 


how tough. We certainly didn’t, until 

A c'jrf 1 Y.'i leer's thaHi'CS of 

we commissioned noted statisticians 

finding d fin e , rodtttl-fite. 


Chris Stern and Will Dana. 


legal apartment m 

The grim reality: all urban dreams 

Manhattan are ] m 992,053. 

end in utter despair. When it comes 

/ hipp\ hunting 

to finding happiness in New York, 
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So You’re Looking for 
an Apartment in the City 


There ARE 7,UHfi,(l9f] people in New York City, ami 70 
percent of them are apartment dwellers. 

THAT MEANS that 4,960,267 New Yorkers are com¬ 
peting lor I he 1,H66,%2 rental apartments in the city. 

Each year, though, 

35,000 of those rentals arc 
lost to co-op conversions 
and another 25,000 prime 
apart me ills are ware¬ 
housed by landlords wait 
iiig to convert them into 
co-ops. 

Which leaves just 
1,81)6,962 apa rtm cn t s. 

Rut I in 5 ol those is 
leased illegally, which 
leaves just 1,445,570 legally leased apartments in the 
city. 

Say, THOUGH, you want to live in a decent building 
in a decent area. Is that so much to ask? 

APPARENTLY, yes. Precisely 20.5 percent of the rental 
apartments are on blocks with boarded-up buildings, 
and another 2 1.3 percent are in buildings with at least .3 
major maintenance problems. Ten percent ol all New 
Yorkers feel they live in had neighborhoods, and 29 per¬ 
cent of all apartments are infested with rodents. 

WlHt:|( leaves jusl 277,549 nite New- York City 
apartments. 

But llt'S pvt; it: you want to live in Manhattan, 
And the island is home to only 35 percent of all New' 
York City rentals. 

Which leaves just 97,142 nice apartments in 
Manhattan. 

Then you have to factor in the vacancy rate, which 
this year is estimated at 2 percent. 

Which leaves just 1,942 available, nice, rodent-free 
and legal apartments in Manhattan. 

And since there are 365 days a year, on any given 
day there are only 5 available apartments. And rrmrm- 
ber that 4,960,267 other people want those five apart¬ 
ments . Remember too that for most of us, apartment 
hunting is limited to lunch hour, a couple ol hours alter 
work and weekends. Which means that in any given 
hour Ircc for apartment hunting, the average New 
Yorker's chances of finding a nice apartment are, oh, 
about I in 992,1153. 



S< JMEI JAY 

Your Prince Will Come 


Y<>U h RE A SINGLE W<>M.\N in your thirties and you want 
to raise some kids anti grow old wiih a m:in you love. 

THERE are approximately 543,194 single people be¬ 
tween the ages of 3(1 and 49 in New York City, 

Unfortunately, there are only 7.7 men for every 
10 women. 

Which MEANS there are 306,£89 single women in 
New' York City competing for 236,305 single men. 

BUT AT LEAST 13 percent of these bachelors are gay, 
which leaves a possible pool of 205,585 ava ilable men— 
minus those already irretrievably involved in a romantic 






lIlMilrjFHiiis I'Y Aimlrrs Wt imgirn 


relationship (let s say about half)- Also, 38,066 of the 
men in New York City arc homeless. 

Factor in too the 2 percent of American males 
who are in prison and another 2 percent who are in 
mental institutions. Another 11 percent are suffering 
from chronic erectile dysfunction. Then you have to 
eliminate the 14 percent who are alcoholics and the 24 
percent who abuse drugs. And don’t forget that 10 per¬ 
cent ot American men don’t get married before age 40. 

THE FINAL NUMHE.R of sane, stable, law-abiding, 
available men whom a woman might want to marry 

is 23,949. 

Lktssay you're over 30 years old and you beat the 1- 
in-13 odds and land one ol these prizes. (The recent, oft- 
cited Yale University "Marriage Patterns in the United 
States" study says that if you arc over 35 and you do find 
a mate, you arc in the lucky 3.9 percent.) 

Uneori unatkly* about 50 percent of all marriages 
end in divorce. 

Am> in those THAT SURVIVE* a recent and rather 
frightening study claims that 70 percent of all male part¬ 
ners under the age of 40 say they expect to have an allair. 

WmatikiKs ft all, m kan r Simply this: fora woman 
in New York between the ages of 30 and 40, the chances 
of finding and keeping a solvent, sane, stable anti faith¬ 
ful husband are a be ml 1 in 85, Happy hunting? 



And You Want Your Ci hld 

to 11 aye It All 


Raising a child in the city with the Iio|h; that someday 
he or she will become a well-paid partner at, say. Shear * 
man & Sterling or Davis Polk & Ward well presents you 
with two options. You can rake the htgh, expensive road 
or the low, inexpensive road. T he high road has the bet¬ 
tor chance, 

IN 1983, there were 17,565 births in Manhattan. 
Which means that this year there arc about the same 
number of aspiring 4-ycar-olds ready to begin the long 
trek to Davis Polk. 


Thk f irst step U to get your child into a prestigious 
preschool, Good ones, such as St. Bart s, cost $3,650 an¬ 
nually and accept only about 20 percent of all applicants. 

But LETS HE GENEROUS and assume our little candi¬ 
date is of superior intellect and manner and is accepted 
into one of these prestigious preschools. 

The next hukole is gaining entrance to a push, 
n onboard mg private school. (A school like Trinity, for 
example, takes just 13,7 percent ol the applicants for its 
kindergarten class.) 

Si I HY THE BEGINNING of first grade, the held lias 

shrunk to 48L 

Then youthful vices can tempi a I Lidding barris¬ 
ter from the virtuous path: 46 percent of New York high 
school students smoke marijuana (1 3 percent smoke in 
the morning, before school even starts); 16 percent of 
high school students have used cocaine; and about 4 out 
of 10 high school girls get pregnant (35,469 pregnancies 
were reported in the city in I9H5). But let’s forget all 
that. Dropout rates* even 
in private schools* can be 
as high as 32 percent. 

Again* let's be kind. Lei’s 
halve this percentage, 

So LET’S SAY your kid 
is one ol the 4(M grinds 
and weenies who stay the 
course and graduate from 
the better prep sehtxils* 
such as Trinity, Colle¬ 
giate, Buckley and Dab 
ton. What next? 

Nf.XT is the Ivt League. Unfortunately* schools 
like Harvard and Yale accept just ] out of 8 applicants* 

WHICH SHAVES our field to 5f|. Approximately 
$75*000 later, let’s just say 75 percent of our en 
trams graduate and ail want to continue on to Harvard 
Liw School. Their chances of getting into Harvard Law 
are 1 in 10. 

Assume; that your aspirant is one of the 4 lucky 
ones, lb get a job at a major New York firm such as 
Davis Bulk, he or she had better make Law Review, 
which only 25 in a class of 500 manage to do, Let's say, 

I List tor fun* tiial one of our candidates makes it and 
ultimately graduates. 

1 \E (>H SHE is then thrown into ihe |hh> 1 to get into 
Davis'Polk. The firm turns down 50 applicants for each 
one it takes aboard as nil associate. 

Then the CHOSEN begin a 7 year ordeal ul 80-hour 
weeks that is a prerequisite tor—but no guarantee ot— 
becoming a partner. Out of that initial group ot 50 assu 
cEiics, only about 7, say, wlII be rewarded with full 
partnerships. 

You may Nu t want to read any further. When it 
comes down to it, the chances of your preschooler get 
ling through preschool, prep school, an Ivy League col¬ 
lege, Harvard Law and Law Review and finally making 
partner at Davis Polk arc jIkjui I in 33*103*266. 

One final warning to those who foolishly 

dream of a secure and In!tilling life in the city: the 
chances of being □ happily married female Davis Folk 
partner in a nice Manhattan apartment are l in 

2,791 *400,000, OOOjm 

Take HEED, for alas, the numbers never lie. D 
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BROADWff? 

by Michele Bennett 


HELLO, EVERYONE' 
As 1 was saying, when il 
comes to music criticism, 

anything can hapjien. 

So fohn Rockwell of The 
Neu? York Times can com¬ 
pare Paul Simon nut only to a ‘ serious Woody 
Allen” hut to Mozart. As an innocent observ¬ 
er, I would say that the only thing Paul Simon, 
Woody Alien and Mozart have in common is 
that all three arc rather small, but if Rockwell 
compares Simon s talent to Mozart’s* so be il. 
“Mr. Simon has created an album-length song 
cycle that far transcends the normal pop rec¬ 
ord for complexity and richness—without sac¬ 
rificing the immediate appeal of any decent 
pop product (like* say, Mozarts “Pine Klcinc 

Nychimusik" 2tH) years ago)_ " 

In GO, Stephen Fried compared Simon to 
some pop products closer to home: “With 
Gracetand, Simon .., joins the handful of pop- 
music standard-bearers who arc similarly de¬ 
voted to synthesis: the Joe Jacksons, the Hi vis 
Costellos, the Stings" The Stings 3 

Meanwhile, Bernard Holland of the Times 
was so moved by the Yale Chamber Music Sc¬ 
ries that he informed us of his temptation to 
go hack to school, all things being equal. “It 
was an unusually instructive evening," his en 
thusiastic review concluded. “And indeed, 
had this writer been a teen-age student in 
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search of musical principles—selflessness, the 
willingness and ability to hear your col¬ 
leagues, ardor that never loses control—Satur¬ 
day’s concert would have sent him scurrying 
to Yale s admission office,’ 

< )h, for the "ardor that nei er loses control 1 
On the other hand, Dona! Monahan of the 
Ttmes revealed a hide social snoblx-TV (and his 
penchant for extremely creaky metaphors) in 
his discovery ul a future diva in Susan Dunn 
of the Washington Opera’s Trocatore: “Miss 
Dunn, whose talent may assay out as Verdian 
gold in spite of her origins in Bauxite, Ark., 
sent hopes soaring Wednesday night— 

In The New Yorker f Andrew Porter soared 
into thin air like an undergraduate bluffing an 
essay question. ’ Xenakis's latest work to ap¬ 
pear is ‘Kcqrops’ for piano and large orchestra 
(with quadruple winds)" droned Porter. 
"T he title, according to a note on the score, 
signifies a ‘weaving together' of ‘KREKOO' 
and ‘ OPSIS f in the absence of lurihcr expla¬ 
nation, one presumes that some blend of 
‘striking the lyre’ (or ‘striking the loom') and 
'sight' is intended" Got that? "Jl is hard to 
write about music that is simply itself," Porter 
added, and if that means what I think it 
means, he proved his point nicely in his review 
of KcqropSn 

How sweet it is when someone, apart from 
your Reviewer of Reviewers, takes on the her¬ 
culean task of reviewing them, David Den by’s 
review of The A Iosif ui to Coast is quite the sil¬ 
liest and sloppiest piece of writing I have seen 
in a very long time," wrote Paul Theroux of 
East Sandwich, Massachusetts, in the Letters 
pa^e of New York magazine. Theroux is, of 
course, the author of the novel on which Peter 
Weir’s movie was based. Makes no difference 
to his judgment, naturally. He continued: "It 
is absurd that IDcnbyj should take off his hat 
to me and then talk through it..,.It is more 
than a good film—it is perhaps a great one." 

"Peter Weir’s film is gripping, powerful, 
brilliantly realized and true to the novel," 
wrote ihe same Paul Theroux of East Sand¬ 
wich, Massachusetts, in the Mail page of 
Newsweek* L >s a great pity that your readers 
have been misled that it is otherwise. That is 
from the horse’s mouth." 

And here is the horse again, in the Letters 
page of Time : “In a welter of desperate com¬ 
monplaces, your critic claims dial Peter Weir 
has made a bad job of the movie The Mosquito 
Coast.... As the author of the novel, I think J 
have greater authority than your reviewer for 
saying otherwise. The movie is triumphant, 
not only beautifully made hut a great adven¬ 
ture* magnificently acted and directed*" 

I’he movie is nothing of the kind—but who 
needs my humble opinion when you have the 
reviewers ’ 3 " The Mosquito Coast T Den by 
wrote in reply to the raving Theroux, “was 
panned by both critics of the Times and by the 
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critics of Newsweek Time ^ The Village Voice y 
and New Ymf and ignored by the critic of The 
New Yorkp'v )n the world ol serious movie re¬ 
viewing, that's about as close to a consensus as 
you ever get," 

Set on to a most important question: is the 
TtmeVs Frank “the Butcher of Broadway" 
Rich to blame for the Broadway musical sea¬ 
son Turning out to he yet another pisser ~ Many 
people believe so, particularly the producers ol 
musicals. But consider the following reviews 
that appeared the morning alter the Broad 
way opening of yer another British import. 
Stepping Out, directed by the eternally opti¬ 
mistic Tommy Tunc* 

"The play is openly manipulative. It has a 
puppy-like need to be liked, and to be thought 
funny ami touching by turn. Ol course, it is 
not. It is merely coarse, clumsy, anil maudlin. 
Its jokes arc signaled a mile off Its characters 
have the depth of waxworks in cartoon. Their 
troubles arc agony-column conventional" 
{Clive Barnes, the New Yorf{ Foil). 

"Only a few- ol the actors have made the 
characters lull enough that we can believe 
they have a life outside the ehurtrh basement. 
In this production most ol litem are cartoon 
figures. . „ "(Howard Kissel, x\\e Daily News), 

11 11 vou tried to remake 'A Chorus Lute' but 

r 

removed the professionalism, dynamic char¬ 
acters, new music and pizzazz you might 
come up with something like 'Stepping ( Jut' " 
(Allan Wallach, New York Newsday ), 

“And Mr. Tune has invested so little energy 
in the dialogue scenes that he seems as unin¬ 
terested in them as we are. During one par¬ 
ticularly perfunctory exchange, an irrelevant 
yet prolonged discussion of the perils ol own 
ing a bicycle in contemporary London, 'Step¬ 
ping Out' itself seems on the verge of nodding 
out. Mercifully, the show-stopping finale ar¬ 
rives soon after, but can a show-stopper still he 
called a show-stopper when there isn't a show 
to stop? ’ (Frank Rich, The New Yorl{ Times). 

In the world of Broadway reviews, that's 
about as close to a consensus as you can get. Is 
Butcher of Broadway Rich to blame? [xx>k at 
the reviews ol the previous Broadway bomb. 
Smite+ by the multitalented Marvin Hamlisch; 
“Nothing to smile about” C The New Yorker). 
"No laughing matter" {New Ymf). “THERE 
ISN’T A WHOLE LOT BEHIND THIS SMILE" (the 
Daily News). kl AN EMPTY ’SMILE’ GREETS 
HR( i AJ jway ri {New Yorl{ Newsday), “When a 
show has more endings than it does numbers 
in its second act, that’s a sure sign that it lacks 
creative vitality and an igniting point of 
view....Too many of the other smiles in 
"Smile? like those of its beauty-pageant con¬ 
testant, are forced' (Frank Rich, the Times). 

Virtually alone in finding Smile “a plea¬ 
sure 1 ' was William A. Henry III, drama critic 
at Time. I Icnry 111, as opposed to I lenry IV, is, 
however, a reviewer whose critical perspective 


encourages him to compare Neil Simon favor¬ 
ably to Eugene 0 T Ncill, Tennessee Williams, 
Sam Shepard and Chekhov. At least he didn't 
compare him to Woody Allen and Mozart. 
Why, then, is the dread Frank Rich blamed 
for the state of Broadway, when most other 
reviewers arc often in tunc with him? It is not 
the personal power of Rich but the enormous 
power of the cultural Section ol the Tmles\ or 
God, that accounts lor it. The Times could 
hire Bozo the Clown as its drama critic and it 
would make little or no difference. Bozo 
would still be the most influential drama critic 
in America, because the Times has the most 
influential cultural section—the only influen¬ 
tial one, l am sometimes willing to believe. 

What I say is, give Bozo a break. Broadway 
theater has lost its way and its nerve; it no 
longer launches serious drama (except for the 
"Chekhoviun’ Neil Simon); it has become a 
British colony; it is bankrupt of its greatest in¬ 
vention, the American musical. Don’t shoot 
the critic—shoot the producers. After all, 
Broadway reviewers, like vaudeville comics, 
can only be as good as their material Spare a 
thought lor them as they search lor signs of 
life in “the fabulous invalid that is Broadway.” 
They have in mind, no doubt, the mysterious 
short story by Gabriel Garcia Marquez in 
which a terrified mother asks the doctor how 
her ailing child is. “Madam?' replies the doc¬ 
tor dryly, "your child has a grave illness: he is 
dead." Well, I gotta go now, ^ 



SURELY RUNNING A 
magazine is a lonely propo¬ 
sition. I low else to explain 
the insecurities publishers 
and editors so sedulously 
display in the "Notes" and 
Tetters" they write to introduce their publi¬ 
cations? Like children at their first sock hop, 
the authors alternate between hash fulness and 
false bravado, running a shy comb through 
their hair while sneaking glances across the 
gym at their audience, thinking only this: 
Please ii^e my magazine; please like me. 

But for droit du seigneur, these bibelots 
would never get into print. When staffers at 
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these otherwise laudable publications read the 
latest mucilage from on high, they know what 
it feels like to be a presidential aide when Ron¬ 
ald Reagan looks up Irom his carefully pre¬ 
pared text and begins, genially, to dither. 
These Letters are the coffee-table book equiv¬ 
alent of George Stcinbrcnncr whacking the 
dirt from his Top-Skiers and stepping into the 
batters box to face a Roger Clemens fastball. 
Their writers should sport a Plimptoncsque 
appreciation of being literary lions out of their 
league. Sadly, these people arc serious. 

Most serious of all, at least of late, is Judith 
Daniels, managing editor of Life. All Time 
Inc. publications use their Notes to take the 
readers behind the scenes, but Daniels's first 
missive, m June 19^, took us almost too far— 
she was revealed as a mousy hand-wringer, a 
jline Cleaver. Daniels's "Let Me dell You 
About My Week" confided, “I worry about 
Chris Whipple and photographer Grey Villet, 
who are tracking a story in South Africa. (Is 
this a gender difference: 3 [ wonder. Do male 
editors get as anxious as I do about sending 
reporters and photographers into countries 
where bombings and shootings arc the 
norm?)" Aw, gee whiz. Mom. 

But Daniels seems to have been scarred by 
her ill-starred note in December I^8*>, which 
gushed about the latest IJJe space cover, 'this 
one heralding 1986 as NASA’s busiest, boldest 
year yet. . . . And by late ’86, a journalist- 
may be even someone from LIFE—will make 
rhe trip into orbit." 

Since then, Daniels's writing can't avoid 
creaking tike a dunning notice, most notably 
in fasten-your-seat-belt transitions (e.g-, "In 
this issue are two other articles that deal with 
subjects much in the news?’ Whew; made it). 

And w p hen Daniels tries to connect, to sug¬ 
gest that Life* stories have meaning, she dis¬ 
plays an impressively bleak myopia. In the 
July issue she wrote, "A story on Mi As is in¬ 
cluded to remind us of Vietnam and to raise 
serious questions about our government's role 
when the deep feelings of its citizens collide 
with international issues." Let us pray, 

Speaking of humorless myopia (to crib a 
Daniels transition technique), the record for 
its sustained exhibition west of the Iron Cur¬ 
tain is held by Time , Following in the great 
Time tradition, the magazine’s current pub¬ 
lisher (in nud-January 1987 Robert L. Miller 
replaced Richard B_ Thomas)—or, more pre¬ 
cisely, the staff drone who ghostwrites A let¬ 
ter From the Publisher—goose-steps to the 
metronom e of rd c n I less scl f -aggrand izeme nl. 

Time’s two favorite conceits are its rapa¬ 
cious efficiency and its staffers' deep involve¬ 
ment with their subject matter. Back in 
October, for instance, wc learned about the 
difficulties posed by the Reykjavik summit: a 
story that ended on Sunday had to be on the 
newsstands the next afternoon. "It was a big 
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story, ol course [higher than a breadbux? No, 
hut - - -1, big enough for TIME lo send eight 
reporters ami five photographers lo Iceland/ 1 
Everyone worked overtime, alt weekend, 
rush* rush, rush, and they made it out on lime, 
"A Sunday-morning presidential meeting in 
Iceland was a special test, but that goal is one 
that TIME pursues each week ol the year." 
the alleged Thomas concluded. {In the lace of 
such pride, l almost hesitate to point out that 
newspapers came out with the same informa¬ 
tion that morning.) 

Times, effort to tie its staff, somehow* into 
the cover story must pain the employees called 
upon to supply the pointedly mane quotes that 
imply they spend all ibcir free time musing 
about that weeks subject. The publisher's 
note for fanuary 12 s cover story, airtravti .. 
HOW SAFE IS IT? (which arrived on news¬ 
stands the day alter the worst railroad disaster 
ill recent memory)* strung together a series ol 
blah quotes from five Time correspondents 
who spend a lot ol time on airplanes, and lea¬ 
rn red a picture ol dyspeptic-looking Chicago 
correspondent Lee Griggs awaking takeoll. 
The point of the letier: even though these cor¬ 
respondents are seasoned reporters, they still 
take airplanes just like you and me,and some¬ 
times they get nervous, just like you and me. 
Bui not too nervous, the supposed! Thomas re¬ 
ported; "It is noteworthy that lew of these re¬ 
porters* many of whom log tens of thousands 
of miles each year, express lears lor their own 
safety while aboard an aircraft/' Given the 
cover story, this means either that the foolhar¬ 
dy reporters are hell-bent on their own de¬ 
struction or. more likely, that the story 
exaggerates the danger in order to sell 
magazines. 

Mix these two devices together* add a sea¬ 
soned reporter or two* and you have the week 
ly Hardy Boys adventure story: Sometimes 
only she best will do. Lari wee/( tcn TIME re 
porters armed only wish sharpened pencils and 
nimble wits parachuted behind enemy lines in 
strife 'torn Afghanistan. By the way, they were 
swearing afghan coats. Dodging enemy gunfire, 
they dug out a sophisticated TIME story, a story 
ofa conn try torn by strife , Their copy was smug 
glcd into the hollowed-out runners of a dogs led, 
and a team of TIME-trained huskies raced the 
story otter the tundra into jolly old England, 
where lam don Bureau Chief Barney Rubble 
transmitted it to New York,. Says Rubble. “Olt 
him gebed anhasa, 11 f‘7 too have an afghan 
coat.") TIME'S aacf translators turned jolly old 
English into modern English, and our editorial 
staff wrote, edited and laid out the magazine in 
just over Hi minutes. Explained Editor in Chief 
Thurston Howell III, "M e are a good magazine, 
and you may quote me on that. Staff Writer Guy 
D. Garcia. Whoops! 1 mean, you may quote me 
on that. Publisher Robert /.. Miller ; for you real¬ 
ly do write this column.” 


After Rolling Stone editor/publisher Jann 
Wenncr bought Us and became its editor too* 
his chirpy, ghostwritten Letter From the Edi¬ 
tor in the new LTs first issue promised happy 
days ahead, "In the issues to come* well be 
introducing you to other writers* editors, 
and photographers contributing to US,,.. 

Bur when Wenncr finally did trot out his 
underlings, the results were harrowing. "For 
US senior editor Cyndi Slivers, reporting and 
writing a story about Sylvester Stallone posed 
as many logistical difficulties as one ol Ram- 
bo’s missions. Stivers had to fly out to Los An 
gcles in the evening* head for the Rocfy IV set 
the next day to interview Stallone* then By 
hack in time to write the story on deadline 
all in addition to writing and editing our 
Faces & Places section." Combat veterans 
agree: taking Two commercial-airline Bights 
and driving to a film set is just as logistically 
dillicult as single-handedly rescuing prisoners 
from the trackless jungles of Vietnam. 

Wenncr, unlike his peers* wisely gave up 
his editorial letters. 

It must he said lhat there are a few editors 
who can whet the reader's appetite without 
cloying it* When Wendy Reid Crisp was at 
Savty, she wrote with humor anil dash* as does 
the magazine's new editor in chief* Annalyn 
Swan. 

And Betsy Carter* editor of New Yarf 
Woman, is usually tolerable—with appalling 
lapses. I Jist October, Carter described the at¬ 
mosphere at the MTV Video Music Awards: 
"Needless to say, on such an exciting evening 
tensions ran high. One rather lugubrious 
young worker in black hair, a black shirt, and 
black pants stood sullenly by the bar holding 
on to his broom. 'You could smile tonight/ an 
older mar, presumably his boss* whispered. 
Gimme money,' shot back the unsmiling as¬ 
sistant/' Ah yes, the crackle of tension that at¬ 
tends watching someone whisper to a sullen 
employee. 

In the same column, Carter wrote, "Tina 
Turner does honor to words like tool, wom¬ 
an, and star—not to mention hair/' I like the 
idea ol those forlorn words loitering in the 
twilight of con notation, waiting for the author 
ol /, Tina to fulfill them. 

Speaking of Tinas (actually, Judy Daniels 
may be onto something with these transi¬ 
tions)* Tina Brown heralds Vanity Fairs arriv¬ 
al with Sachet torte prose—her favorite words 
are rich and richly —and souffle sensibility. 
Brown's confections are eagerly awaited at 
Condc Nast, where her monthly preening 
provokes hoots ot laughter. 

But perhaps further consideration of Tina 
should wait—I worry thai too long a litany ol 
editorial sins will sadden* not delight. 

Next month I ll take up Tina, Cosmopoli¬ 
tan's, Helen Gurley Brown and Esquire's for 
trier owner, the dread Phillip Molfitt. 



IS THE BEST 
DISGUISE 

by Luc Sante 


IN THE NINETEENTH 
century it was common to 
see young adults staggering 
out of the forest where they 
had been raised by wolves. 

Ff there has been a paucity 
in our own day* it is simply 
because wr have been looking in the wrong 
places. Take the case of Stephen P. Reynolds, 
whom we might call the Bus Bov. Young Ste¬ 
phen was in love w ith buses, l Ic would gaze at 
them longingly; climb aboard when he could 
mine up with the fare; lake jobs* when they 
were available* aT bus garages or in bus park¬ 
ing lots. Unable to live in a bus, he slept in 
abandoned cars, perhaps imagining each 
cramped backseat as but one of a double row 
of JO. On the morning of October 27\ after 
much fantasy, much nervous deliberation and 
much planning, he dressed up as a driver and 
swiped an Academy Bus Tours bus at the 
178th Street Port Authority terminal. 

He drove it to Fort Lee, New jersey, picked 
up a load til passengers for Manhattan, took 
them across the bridge, took on a new set of 
Jersey-bound riders and repeated this shuttle 
lor two and a half hours. Since he was doing it 
not lor money but lor love, he charged passen¬ 
gers a reduced rate of 50 cents. He was even 
planning lo return the bus to its dock in time 
for a scheduled afternoon run, hut before he 
could do that he was arrested on the New Jer¬ 
sey side and charged with grand larceny. 

This tale has it all: nerve* danger* passion* 
color* sweep. Also* a breathtaking costume 
change, transforming an ordinary youth into 
an invisible functionary. This hit is essential: 
the whine shirt, blue tie, coin changer hanging^ 
from the belt. One recalls G. K, Chesterton's 
“Invisible Man/' in which a vast country 
manse is the scene of a murder Family* guests 
and servants all have airtight alibis. Finally, 
and with much difficulty, the culprit is discov¬ 
ered. It is the mailman. Mailmen, we are as¬ 
sured by the author* are invisible. In addition 
to getting a thrill from affixing that coin 
changer. Stephen Reynolds subscribed to this 
school of disguise: always blend in. 

There are, of course* other options avail¬ 
able. Some criminals go for the brazen ap- 
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pruach, such as Michael W. Jackson (no 
relation) oflndian a polls, who pa inlet I his lace 
silver and black in the course ol an energetic 
crime spree List tall during which he slew two 
and kidnapped five and stole seven vehicles. It 
is not known whether he operated a siren as 
well, or hired men to follow him with sand¬ 
wich boards displaying a running tally. 

Bank robbers oI the over the counter vari¬ 
ety are perhaps the most preoccupied with ihe 
question ol disguise, since they arc prey to 
snooping v idea ms anil ibe like. (Six years ago 
there occurred the wonderful cast ol the pre- 
teen bandit who held up a midtown hank and 
was never caught because, at less than four 
and a half feel tall, he was too small to he regis¬ 
tered by the security camera,) t J a|H;r bags with 
holes cut in them remain a perennial favorite, 
and it is even now difficult to find a ski mask 
for sale in many neigh Lx ir 1 kmhIs ol the city. 

1 In. past seasons thievery highlights in¬ 
clude the C'mculiiati pair who robbed the 
Fifth Third Bank (the Fifth Third Banff?) 
wearing Carter and Reagan masks, which im¬ 
mediately made every tabloid in the country. 
There was also lhe genius in Chicago who 
dreamed up the eminently simple trick of 
dressing as an armored-car employee, causing 
tellers to beg him lu relieve them of $80,01 HL 

Clever though these exercises may he, they 
represent a traditional bent The criminal 
avanr garde is meanwhile busy experiment¬ 
ing with the headier challenges ol minimal' 
ism. The reigning champion ol this mode of 
expression is undoubtedly Rowena Riggs 
Powell, a con artist redoubtable even by the 
standards ol the trade. Impersonations, 
whether of military personnel, police officers 
or pretenders to the Russian imperial throne, 
have been going on forever, but most have de¬ 
pended on a gimmick, a uniform or an accent. 
Powell, late last year, took it upon herself to 
pose as the sister of Aristotle f )nassis and tem¬ 
po ran ly succeeded, while bearing no resem¬ 
blance of any kind to the Lite shipping magnate. 

In every other respect, hers was a classic de¬ 
ception: the preying oil cupidity, the dropping 
of names, the phony million-dollar checks. 


The spree was even something of a dud, con¬ 
sidering that she made off with mere goods 
and services to the tune of less than $25,000, 
Nevertheless, she managed it with few or no 
props and a physical demeanor that was, well, 
big and fat and American as all hell. In the 
slammer, she continues to insist on her kin¬ 
ship to Ari. Come to think ot it, maybe she’s 
telling the truth. 

1’hc logical minimalist extreme had been 
attained not long before by one Traihony 
Griffin of Heliport, Long Island, who made a 
single, unsuccessful attempt at a mugging in 
broad daylight, while wearing a bandanna, a 
pair of sneakers and nothing else. A typical 
undergraduate of crime—ambitious, over- 
eager and not wildly astute—Griffin told ur 
resting officers that he thought his Adamic 
state would make him difficult to identify. He 
had, however, neglected to stash some cloth¬ 
ing nearby. He was nabbed when he asked to 
use a woman's phone, claiming to be a robbery 
victim, and she overheard him calling some¬ 
one other than the police. 

(biffin was an amateur, but he was certain¬ 
ly on the right track. This mode n| disguise is 
elegant in its conception and disquieting in its 
effect. It holds much promise, h is not, howev¬ 
er, foolproof, A simple appendectomy scar 
could bring one down. Hr witness the mi for¬ 
tunate case ol Michael Moran, oi Brooklyn. 
Moran, fully clothed, assaulted a cop, then 
Red. Alas, he was stocky; thick necked and 
probably had a cowlick and stubble. The cop 
put out an all-points on a guy who “looked 
just like Fred Flintstone." Moran was picked 
up immediately. Would he have Looked any 
different in the buff? The truth is, some peo¬ 
ple should just stick to a paper bag with holes 
cut in it. i> 
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by Bruce Irving 
with Atsukp Flanguchi 


AS EVERY SJ'Y READER 
knows, Tokyo is one ol 
New Yorks Sister Cities. 
And dearly Japans inHu 
cncc has been fdt by her 
American sibling: Issey and 



Yohji drape the groovesiers, sushi dens prolif¬ 
erate in all their blackness and blond wood- 
ness, and Rloomingdalc's, ol course, has been 
a Hack for lc style japo/mu, as they surely call it. 
Hut what has New York given Tokyo? 

In a word; mtmes. 

You don't notice them at first. Oh, they’re 
there, all right, hiding amid the visual chaos of 
Tokyo, hut it takes a determined (or home¬ 
sick) eye to pick them out from among the 
Hashing neon nebulas, dense electric picto- 
graphs, characters that the eye passes over in 
haste, Ijewikkring building-high banners, 
tiny signs depicting a construction worker 
happily urinating, and, our favorites, the bi¬ 
zarre admixtures of English—such as “Spiri¬ 
tual creation power; just you " The onslaught 
of commercial messages makes most of New 
York seem by comparison like some denuded 
communist city. 

Soon enough, though, phrases familiar to 
the New Yorker break through the clutter. 
There's (he Big Apple Pub and Lounge. The 
Radio City disco. The Gulp Gasper Coffee 
Shoppe. And the Big-Apple Calc Bar. You be¬ 
gin to fed as if you’re in a dream New York, 
or maybe a dream Tokyo, where odd bits anil 
pieces of the former pop through the Tcchnicol- 
or screen of ihe Inner, recognizable hut queer. 

Pull up to one of the city’s numberless 
sidewalk vending machines. Ignoring the one 
offering condoms, you deposit your 100 yen 
lor a can of iced coltcc. It s called Manh.ittail 
St. NY C' Coffee—the St, stands for story. The 
Can’s printed message exhorts you to "taste ihe 
happiness ol New York. ... Where the streets 
speak to you, something good will probably 
happen," Funny, when the streets ol New 
York spoke to you last, you lost your wallet 
and your watch. 

Across the street stands a larger-than life 
plastic statue of a Lu, jolly chef. T he restau¬ 
rant behind him is identified on its awning as 
Bagel Spikcdog Olive. Actually, it’s just plain 
Olive now, but the place used to specialize in 
Bagel Spike dogs, cylindrical bageh with hot 
dog:* shoved up inside them. These art- no 
longer available, the waiter inside says, due to 
a lack of consumer interest. The Japanese, he 
says, have a perception of a bagel as something 
"too tough on the teeth to eatf None!hclcss, 
the owner, Mrs. Hayashi, is determined to 
serve up the chewy doughnuts in some form 
and has chosen a soli and uniformly shaped 
product made by an expatriate American 
named Mr. Fox. One of the items on the 
menu, pcrlectly reproduced in plastic in the 
display case outside, is something that trans¬ 
lates as "the New York Jewish Person" It 
seems that Mrs. Hayashi saw on a television 
program that a bagel with fox and cream 
cheese is a popular health food among Jews in 
New York, and she decided to serve it. Her 
version comes with a small piece of smoked 
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salmon, a triangle ol cream cheese* shredded 
onions, lettuce, sliced hoi led egg, mayonnaise 
and two slices of ham, The waiter does not 
believe it is kosher anil overall seems a hi tie 
shaky on dietary laws. The reason it is called 
the New York Jewish Person is that many 
items on the menu are named after categories 
of people: the American Chris RLT, for ex¬ 
ample, or the Healthy Lady, a yogurt-fruit- 
anil * vegetable sandwich. These can be 
washed down, the menu says, with “ginge- 
rate " or "cofe-au-laif*” spellings that call up 
fond memories of a certain Hickory Pit you 
used to frequent, Bui just when you begin to 
believe you’re actually in New \b>^ you are 
jolted by the restaurant s motto; “We are here 
to serve you and without you we are nothing/' 

T he folks at Port Jefferson know their ge¬ 
ography, When Mr Qhnu, the president of a 
large clothing company, decided to open a 
store for women in iheir twenties, he wanted a 
name that would sum up the image he envi¬ 
sioned. Thus, ’ Soft Traditional Mind” lx L - 
came part of the store s logo. This, according 
to the salesgirl, boils down to "elegance with 
cute ness/’ And why pick that particular Lung 
Island [own? MnOhno went to Port Jefferson 
once on a visit to his daughter, and the place 
captured his fancy. “I suppose they could have 
sued us," he says, “lor using their name with 
out permission.” 

At Madison Avenue, a restaurant with a 
vaguely ()deon look, the sign inside says wel 
COME TH new vork. Prince belts out “1999" 
over the speakers while two unhappy-looking 
teenagers share a Walkman and look at the 
menu: 

Entrees: 

New Yorker (hamburger and onion) 

Hleccker Street (pork Stroganoff) 

Wall Street (ginger pork) 

Spec ml Lunch: Ladies Maty's (pork cutlet) 

Spaghetti: 

Boston River (bacon and mushrooms with 
white sauce) 

Madison River (“our specialty spaghetti”) 

Sandwich: 

West Side (club) 

South Side (tuna) 

You sit down next to a young man who has 
a shopping bag that reads, DOLCE. WITH 
MUCH INTEREST A KAO PULL HE INTELLEC¬ 
TUAL ENLIGHTENMENT IS NOW IN YOUR 
hands. Peering inside, you sec a new shirt 
and a comic hook. I fr’s never been to New 
York, he says, and he asks il New York is real¬ 
ly as dangerous as everyone says, especially 
Little Italy, where many Puerto Ricans live. 
He has no plans to visit, because, be says, he 
has neither the brains nor the money neces¬ 
sary. Still, he confides, he would like to take a 
nap in Central Park. And he knows that Yan¬ 


kee Stadium is in the South Bronx, having 
learned it in a geography/sociology class. 

And speaking of athletics* how about that 
Vertical Club over there? Another clothing 
store lor teenagers. Why is it so named? Well, 
club connotes a kind of "circle feeding" the 
manager says, that appeals to high school or 
College students. And vertical? Surely there is 
a connection with the chic and happening 
New York health club? No* the word was 
chosen for purely internal reasons: the man¬ 
agement wanted to instill in the stall a sense of 
connectedness and interdependence, a tight 
vertical slacking ul organisational functions. 
Very Japanese, iiut, you insist, [he Vertical 
l'luh is famous—can diis really lie a coinci¬ 
de Eice J The manager says he's afraid so. 

The folks at Limelight in Roppongi have a 
different kind of fear. When asked about the 
source ol their very familiar logo, the staff 
claims ignorance, and you sense tins is a ques 
lion they’ve been asked before. No r you arc 
not an American lawyer. You tell them about 
the l limelight in New York and they pounce. 
"Ah t but we are not a disco! Wc arc a bar 
lounge ! They've certainly got you there, and 
you retreat with a bow and a tired smile. 

Other seemingly well-known night spots 
leave you leditig cheated, teased. Area is just 
another chrome and mirror dance box; the 
owners say it lias nothing to with its name¬ 
sake. And what sounds like Palladium turns 
out to be—yes—Paradium. 

Tl ie Uptown Diner is a more subtle, ap¬ 
proximate imitation of chic New York com¬ 
mercialism. A gleaming stainless-sue I box 
squatting low by the roadside, it beckons you 
with art deco promises of greasy eggs and but 
tomlcss cups of col fee. Entering, you not! to 
ihe waitress, an Occidental amazon with hair 
bobbed in the downtown fashion, and take a 
scat in an authentic Leatherette IhiolIi. Your 
waiter pulls up. He is Israeli, He tells you that 
your Coney Island hamburger (with a split hot 
dog on top] will be prepared by Jean Marie, 
the So r bonne-educated chef de la maisan. 
Cheated again, scuffing home to your tiny; 
New York-size apartment, haunted by famil¬ 
iarities made foreign, you see Soho’s Loft, a 
convincingly high-ceilingcd* exposed-brick, 
potted-plant place that's just a bit too clean. 
Th ry serve fifiVm NLrnr.il Sodii Inr about Jl/iO 
a bottle. Of the two high school girls sitting at 
an adjacent table, the one eating a squid pizza 
knows that Sol lo is a place in New York; the 
other (whose shopping bag reads, KANSAS 
Ul TV, TOPEKA. USA.: MODERN E’ASH EON LIKE 
P(>R ALL PEOPLE) has never heard of it, 
though she knows that a loft is a warehouse by 
the sea. Both of them would like logo to New 
York because it is glamorous but a little dan¬ 
gerous. T hey've come to Soho's Loft because 
it's glamorous but safe. 

The consensus is pretty much the same at 


Central Bark, little Italy and New York 2 
(restaurants), at Big-Apple and the Village 
Voice (bars) and at Radio City; the Lexington 
Queen and New York, New York (discos). 
For Tokyoites, a simulated piece of New York 
is only as tar as the next Manhattan-derived 
sign, and the walk there is a hi ck of a lot safer. 
As they say. New York is a mce place lo mim¬ 
ic, but we wouldn't want to live there. ^ 
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ONE OF THE MORE 
scintillating artifacts lately 
chucked up by the culture 
was the Yule-slut McDon¬ 
ald’s campaign offering 
kiddies free Christmas 


stockings logoed with Fievd, the animated 
mouse from An American Tail, the Steven 
Spielberg presentation of the Don Bluth film 
based on a “concept” purportedly originated 
by David Kirscliner. The leal ore h ogth cur 
toon depicts the immigrant saga of the Dis- 
noid rodent as it flees pogrom-wracked 
Mother Russia for Americas golden shores. 
The cossacks, naturally, are cats. 

Sound familiar’ 1 I refer, of course, to Mans, 
Art Spitrgelmans improbably brilliant ac¬ 
count of his parents' experience of the Holo¬ 
caust. Eerily drawn in comic book style, mice 
are Jew's, pigs arc Roles and cats are Nazis. 
Now, mouse Jews oppressed by cat anti-Se¬ 
mites is n fairly striking* let us say, conceit. As 
so it seemingly struck Spiegel man* who con¬ 
sidered suing Spielberg and Kirschner for 
what the art world calls appropriation. 
Kirschner, (or his part, denies all knowledge 
of the Spiegel man oeuvre* despite its notable 
presence on the (counter-) cultural landscape 
since 1972. Indeed, so eager were Kirschner s 
spokespeople to assert his ignorance, they told 
Spieg*dman dial Kirschner had never ever so 
much as read an “underground” newspaper. 
{Mam was first published in the underground 
magazine Funny Animals .) By way of corrobo¬ 
ration, ii was explained that the pristine 
Kirschner hadn't even voted until l%H* and 
then for Nixon- 

There's an engaging notion: T ricky Dick 
as the guarantor ol moral innocence, The 
stratagem does illuminate the difference he' 
tween the two migrations: Klaus to fail and 
Tail to stocking. The former is clearly Nixo¬ 
nian in style—a rip-off, take what you want. 
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ItV disagreeable and primitive, live old way of 
doing (lungs. Tail to stocking is more convinc¬ 
ingly postmodern, the Reagan style. Here sei¬ 
zure ceases to be necessary, since everything’s 
ior sale and there's no business like show busi 
ness and everything's at read v the same any 
way; is there another way to make sense of a 
tittle Jewish mouse on a Christmas stocking 
available only with the purchase oi a Big Mac 
and fines? Consider (he richness of this mash. 
Not to get loo Derridcun, hut I ’m reminded of 
die joke in which the Jewish man throws his 
drink at his Chinese bartmie, explaining, 
i hat was tor Pearl Harbor. * 1 ” The Chinese 
man protests that it was the Japanese who 
bombed Fear! Harbor, but the few answers, 
'Japanese. Chinese, what's the dilfcrenccr" 
Moments later the Jewish man is doused by 
the Chinese 1 , who cries. "That was for the Ti 
tank*." 

“Bui the Tirana was sunk by an iceberg," 
protests the Jew. 

"Iceberg, Rosenlxrg, what's the difference?" 

Reagan and Spielberg are two of the might 
iest engines in the elision factory ot post mod 
culture, sleight-of-brain artists for whom 
comics are indistinguishable from life. As a 
moral exercise, the integration of the Holo¬ 
caust into this system, oj serial sameness, in 
which Bui ran babies and Morris the finicky 
cat occupy a single space, is not really very tax¬ 
ing, Mans, Fievel, what’s the difference? But 
allow me smother example of the number of 
angels currently able to tango on the Ameri¬ 
can pinhead: there's to be a Holocaust muse¬ 
um built in downtown Manhattan., As the 
Holocaust is absorbed into the routine til 
packaged memory, us" reality ebbs* b’ievet 
stockings are just a beginning. (Perhaps Anne 
Frank Faster eggs will l>e next.) The museum 
hits new heights of homogenization. Thus, it 
is being financed—just like MoMA s recent 
expansion—by the erection oi an adjacent 
condo tower. 1 low else? The only question is, 
what will they call it? La Trcbltnka? Bchen 
Parer WhatVlhc difference? $ 
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by Moira Hodgson 


WHF.N THF. DOORS 

open to (lie demons I ration 
kitchen on Maey’s eighth 
floor, the croud makes for 
the chairs nearest the from 
on the left side. If vols sit 



there, you get your plate filled first. 

Around two dozen chefs, including several 
two-star luminaries arid some of the flashiest 
young Americans, have been teaching at 
Mac vs He Gustibus series. (The next season 
begins on March T) Their audience (about fiO 
men and women, mostly in their thirties and 
forties, who've paid $45 per class) knows its 
food. They know that CIA stands for Culi¬ 
nary Institute of America and that Chateau St, 
[can rhymes with bean. They like pig's feet, 
sorrel and samphire. And they wouldn't have 
A bouillon cube in the house. 

I he chefs perform on a duns beneath a re¬ 
flecting mirror that hangs over the counter so 
that you can see what they arc doing (it’s not 
the place to hide a hald spot). On the counter, 
bowls of the day's ingredients are set out. In 

I he cose of Jimmy Schmidt, the chef—co own 
er of the Rattlesnake Club in Denver, the 
combination was puzzling to palates schooled 
in ilie French or Italian tradition: chanterelles, 
coriander, goat cfieese, tomatillo. onion, 
chayntc, California chardonnay, poblano pep- 
pei s and something that looked like a pile of 
blue clay. Puzzling, that is, in precisely the 
way that significant eighties cooking must Ik*. 

Instead of a chefs toque, Schmidt wore a 
baseball hat embossed with the name ol his 
restaurant. A chcerlul young man from Illi¬ 
nois, where he studied chemistry anil engi 
neering, he taught ihe class as if u were 
composed of science students. "A sauce 
breaks,” "is built on emulsions." "has si rue 
lure,' “is stable." “Sugar and salt are hydro¬ 
scopic they turn to liquid it there's 

moisture.’ “The pockmarks on custard are 
syneresis.’ 1 There was a steady scratching of 
pens between sips of Alize, a new yellow li- 
I queur made with cognac and passion fruit 
juice that was passed around w hen we sat down. 

The menu—blue corn tortilla chips with 
! chanterelles and giKit cheese, salmon with 
acluuic paste and ginger puree, passion truil 
tee cream with white-chocolate sauce—was a 
liule much for some customers. "I prefer the 
French or Italian chefs," muttered a lawyer 
under his breath, "Ar least I can understand 


their ingredients." 

This opinion was not shared by an elegant 
gray haired matron surrounded by shopping 
bags. "So refreshing to see these young men 
with such innovative ideas,’' she said, dipping 
her fork hungrily into a plate that contained 
grilled heel with tofttalillos, garnished with 
coriander and blue corn crepes. "Such a 
change from a CIA person T 

Jean Louis Pal I ad in, chcf-owncr of the 
Jean-Lotus restaurant at the Watergate in 
Washington, presented another kind of the¬ 
ater. His was a simple little meal that anyone 
might whip up when they got home from 
work: lobster tart with zucchini and coral but¬ 
ler, rabbit loin with rosemary and marrow 
dan, coconut ice cream with banana fritters 
and maple syrup cream sauce. 

Palladio looks like a top in a pvHaer movie: 
tall and skinny, with huge round glasses, a 
drooping mustache and a thin, lined face 
framed by thick, curly hair. Members nf the 
measuring-spoon school of cooking looked 
shocked as he threw sugar in with his hands, 
sprang a leak in the Cuismarl hv filling it too 
full, peeled the skin off a coconut as though ii 
were made of paper flipped food in a frying 
pan without sending it onto the floor and, fi¬ 
nally, caught his towel on fire, 

hut the applause was unreserved ior the 
lobster tart and the little quivering custards of 
marrow served with saddles of rabbit. T his 
poor man is often obliged to cook in his res¬ 
taurant for that well-known gastronome 
Nancy Reagan, who has been known to cat 
three entire leaves of lettuce at one sitting. 

Anne Rosenz.wcig, chef-co-owner of Arca¬ 
dia anti recently appointed adviser to the new, 
improved “21," is only five feet tall, with huge 
brown eyes and a broad smile. She looked like 
a naughty child as she wielded a carving knife 
as big as her arm to bone a rack of lamb and 
quails (the latter were marinated in molasses, 
sauteed and served with sweet potato gratin 
and arugulah The audience held its breath as 
she hypnotized her lobster by stroking it be¬ 
hind the eves fisr five minutes before she killed 

■f 

if (unlike the male chefs, who had no hesita¬ 
tion about cutting theirs up alive and tossing 
the Hailing limbs into the pot). And when she 
told us, “For medium rare, push the fatty part 
of your hand between thumb ami forefinger, 
and that’s what the meat should feel like," the 
audience clasped their hands together and 
Sighed with rapuire. 

"The De Gustibus students certainly got 
their money's worth from Alain Sailhac, (hen 
chef at Le t arque, who, along with lashings oi 
Gallic charm, served a sublime lobster ravioli 
with fresh white truffles (a dish that costs SiS 
as a main course in the restaurant), made sea 
bass "carpaccio" and boned a rack ol lamb, 
(Chefs must be frustrated surgeons* they en¬ 
joy boning meat more than anything.) For 
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dessert, he presented his famous creme hrulee. 

"What do most people order at lx 
Cirque? " someone asked, 

"Broiled chicken," he answered with j 
shrug as little wlme plastic plates of food were 
passed around and greeted w ith nohs and aahs. 
This was not a broiled-chic ken crowd, .v 




A Ft:IV YEARS AGO WE 

had the inclination and ener¬ 
gy ifi sec what seemed like • ev - 
ery movie made, even those 
starring Michat'i Keaton or 
duet ted by John Hadhtim. in 
these post pi om ist no us days, hr meter, nr some¬ 
times forgo June Fonda or Steve Martin vehic les, 
and even consider shipping a Marlin Scorsese 
film* Hut ue still read the reviews* (They're 
cheaper, and you don't need to hire a baby sitter.) 
Trouble is, we only get to rend them after the 
films hate opened, and so tie are denied the plea 
sttres of one-upmanship: the desire, as in nearly 
all things contemporary, is to get the early hue— 
to find out tvkat to lhml\ before eve ryone else 
fnotes what to thinh. 

And so sf h Y has finally developed a revolution¬ 
ary new find of criticism: movies reviewed rtoi 
just before they are released, but before they are 
finished —revlews ot movies still m produc¬ 
ts ai. How do we possibly manage it? Secret 
sources? Scanning the trades? Incognito visits to 
sounds (ages and editing rooms? Nope. Why do 
ur do it? Because they're not there. 


h there any limit to the number of times we 
can laugh at the /any initiation rites of a teen 
age nerd: Jn Summer School, director Carl 
Reiner follows in his son's footsteps with a 
crossbreed of Rob Reiner s most recent movie 
(Stand fly Me) and the one before that (The 
Sure Thing), with elements of Real Genius and 
Meatballs thrown in. In this summer release 
the excruciating teen misfit (Richard Homtz) 
improbably winds up in summer school, but 
his mortification is relieved by a handsome 
freelance mentor and gym coach (Mark Har¬ 
mon}, a chummy male stripper (Ken Olandt) 
and girls (Courtney Thorne Smith as a surf 
ereiinjjfir/f (Shawnee Smith as an ethnic slut) 
girls (Fahiana Udemoas the foreign exchange 


bombshell), Formulaic? Naahhh. 

Campus Man, the R version of this genre, 
also from Paramount, is due out this spring 
Here the nerd is an entrepreneur (John Dye) 
who puts together a pinup calendar of the— 
get this— college htuifs f 11 ere the male stripper 
is a champion diver and male model (Miles 
O'Keeffe). Here Morgan Fairchild plays the 
Mark Harmon role. Here we have not even 
the pleasures of smutted-up sitcom clarity 

The rumors must be true: Paramount pro 
durtion chief I )awn Steel is a teemnaniac. Hot 
Pursuit, yet another wacky summer adoles¬ 
cent shenanigans movie from the studio, ls an 
hour and a half long Love float segment with 
kids (John jA’wir Thing | Cusack), A feature film 
starring Shelley Fahares. jerry Stiller and 
Monte Markham: Monte Marfham? Hot Pur¬ 
suit is disingenuous and hormonally high 
spirited in precisely the style of (he pre- 
VitUialll l%fK And vou thought Reach RLinfei 
Hmgo couldn't lx remade without irony. 

In fact, unwilling sixties revivalism is ram 
panl this season. Where does poor John Kith 
gow find these scripts? Did he know this one 
would he called Harry ik the Hendersons' 
Did the producers think that Lithgow + s too 
normal WAS Pi ness would somehow be miti¬ 
gated by casting feisty, vaguely repugnant 
Mediterraneans (Lainic Kazan anti Don 
Ameche) as his costars ? Why wasn't Dean 
Jones in tliis April release? Why weren’t there 
more fluhbery boing ing sounds? 

This summers The Untouchables redeems 
and revives several film careers in one splen¬ 
did swoop. This is Brian De Palmas best 
movie since Dressed to Kill and Robert De 
Niro’s best since Raging Hull. It is Charles 
Martin Smiths anti screenwriter David Ma¬ 
met's best movie ever. Kevin Costner as Eliot 
Ness is every bit as charming as he was in Sil 
vemdo\ he's a sweet, supple hybrid of Gary 
Cooper and Chevy Chase. (Costner is what 
t [arrisun Ford has turned out not to be.) The 
cinematography has a convincing patina of 
acrid thirties grime, and the sets are perfectly 
(not Hollywood) Chicagoan hard-ass classi¬ 
cal. With DeNiroas AI Capone, sleek and psv 
cho, muttering Manicty gangster!sms* one’s 
fond hopes lor a Godfather HI seem moot. 

Ishtsir, on the other hand, is simply very 
curious, tile lhe Fortune of tins decade—an 
overblown road picture remake of Spies Life 
Us (which was itself a remake of S*P*Y*S). 
Yes, really, one more time -fun-loving 
American guys turned inadvertent secret 
agents in the Middle East. This time the Hob 
Hope/Elliott Gould/Chcvy Chase role is 
played by Dustin Hoffman* who is paired 
with Warren Beatty as the Hing Crosby/ 
Donald Sutherl:ind/|>an Aykroyd character. 
Elaine May directed tins three-way midlife 
crisis of a movie. 

It s refreshing to see that Cileuu Close and 


Jane Fonda hav e agreed to la ke turns starring 
in the semiannual love-affair-tums-to-mur¬ 
der movie. First at was Close's turn, with fag¬ 
ged Ldgei then it was Fonda s turn, with The 
Morning After: this summer U s ('lose once 
again, with Michael Douglas in Fatal Attrac¬ 
tion (Apparently Douglas and |dT Bridges 
have worked out a similar deal: Bridges does 
two, Douglas does two, and so on.) Close and 
Douglas are hard to watch in almost every 
movie they make, of course, anti it’s synergis- 
ticjilly worse here—he patronizing and preen¬ 
ing* she wallowing in a a res si ness. Only Fred 
Gwynnc, us a menacing mastermind, is en¬ 
tirely delightful. ^ 
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by Amy Engeler 


UP AND DOWN MAN- 
hattan. in shabby back 
apartments or bright pro¬ 
fessional spates, are 
sc r ub l xx l , qu asi - med ica I es - 
tahlish merits offering a 
good interior cleaning. Just like doctors' and 
dentists’ offices, these plates are decorated 
with references to the bodily organ of concern: 
bold charts of the intestinal tract, photographs 
ul people on the toilet* cutout circles arranged 
to form .1 colon. For 8^ to $ I DIE one can climh 
aboard the padded table tu bare the backside 
lor what this pocket of medical philoso phy 
calls a colonic irrigation—perhaps belter de¬ 
scribed as an enema on a grand scale. 

The ails are m New Ytirfy magazine and 
Ireebie publications in health stores. Call a co¬ 
lon tc therapist and an answering machine will 
most likely deliver a breathy message with all 
the assurance of a tarot card reader. In the 
background, Chinese chimes play. If you're 
lucky, the sign-off will he evangelical: “1 look 
lor ward to speaking with you, and in the 
meantime I wish you Cod's grace." 

People have done stranger things to their 
bodies than voluntarily Hushing !"> to 20 
quarts of warm water (W°-^H P F) through the 
entire five to eight feet of the large intestine, 
which ai maximum capacity holds a single 
gallon. A rectal speculum carries the fluid in 
and out through Plexiglas tubes. And it’s not 
perversion fhai motivates this fad, but an hon¬ 
est belief that a regular colonic irrigation will 
rid the body of ’’Toxins" drug residue, ml- 
meat impurities, preservatives and conirib- 
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ult to what insiders call "high-level wellness/' 
Colonies are popular among waiters* dieters, 
followers oi naturopathic medicine and, ae 
cording to one practitioner, "performance art¬ 
ists* people who consider their bodies their 
instruments." Medical backing for the proce¬ 
dure is virtually nil “In general, physicians 
ignore it," says gastroenterologist Dr. John 
Henson. “They don't think its useful* and 
they doni prescribe it." 

Most people are squeamish talking about 
"going to rhe reading room. Not colonic de¬ 
votees, They can talk bowel movements any¬ 
time, even over a meal, and they do, for nothing 
gralilies them more than recruitment. 

“I think [Kjoplc who are colonic therapists 
are saints," says Donna (livers* who became so 
enamored that she bought a water machine 
for $.100 to use on herself and her husband at 
home. ‘'There’s nothing like a good colon¬ 
ic. .It’s like going to the dentist to have the 
plaque cleaned -I think a colonic docs some¬ 
thing like that to your colon." 

H the medical community has dismissed 
the trend as hopeful voodoo, the Manhattan 
District Attorney's office hasn't. Last March 
60-year-old Frank Van Dcuscn, a telephone 
worker who lived on St. Marks Place, died at 
Coloniquc, at 104 East 40th Street* from acute 
peritonitis. The tubes allegedly jammed* caus¬ 
ing the water pressure to build until his iiites- 
titial membrane burst. Last December a grand 
jury indicted the colonic therapist involved, 
known in the trade as Sophia, for second-de¬ 
gree manslaughter, criminally negligent 
homicide and two counts ol unauthorized 
practice oi medicine. If convicted, she laces up 
to n years’ imprisonment. 

Since colonies are outside the aegis of medi¬ 
cal authority, there is no license required, no 
mandatory training. Anyone cats set up shop. 
'IPs always sueh a gray area," laments a de¬ 
voted client. “It's not legal, it’s not illegal.’" 
Nut surprisingly* the approximately ten thera¬ 
pists in the city arc angry at Sophia: Van Dcu- 
sens death-by-bursting may well shut the 
local industry down altogether. 

Soplua, whose real name appears on court 
papers as Xenia Mane Green, is a small* 
dumpy black woman in her mid-forties who 
came to New York from, of all places, Colon, 
Panama, "l wuk rm-ant to do ihis*" she '■ays, 
"I've lived on Water Street lor ten years. I've 
had bowel trouble all my life." Sophia, who 
gives herself a daily colonic* services lawyers* 
stockbrokers and executives, she says* who 
come by referral* {No mention oi her ads in 
Ntw }'(»{■.) I ler $100 Ice (which she raised 
from $7*5 after the indictment) is the highest in 
the trade. The mutiey is wrjf, she says* the rea¬ 
son she's in business; rather, it's because '7 
dour like the experience of being a patient; E 
like to be in control. So I let mv clients con 

j 

stand y manage and manipulate the whole sys- 
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tern themselves. I learned by working on 
myself going to school, looking at my clients," 
When pressed lor the school's name, she dus¬ 
ters. “In Gary, Indiana, an old man taught me 
the value and gift to be cleaned inside.... 
Cleanliness is next to godliness,* 1 

For seven years, Sophia has administered 
colonics, and she has even continued alter the 
manslaughter charge. Though she refuses to 
answer questions about the client who ex¬ 
ploded on her table, she pushes on with her 
uneducated harrage: "When I started I didn't 
even know about what a colon was..." 

As the trial approaches, Sophia’s attorney, 
Charles Kerkman, and Assistant I),A, Kris¬ 
tine i lamann arc increasingly absorbed by the 
case’s potential to set a legal precedent, Berk 
man plans to defend Sophia mainly with the 
argument that the procedure, when pre¬ 
scribed medically, is ordinarily done not by 
doctors hut by hospital personnel, "Essential¬ 
ly, they claim she's been practicing medicine,'' 
Berk man says, “We disagree," About the 
more serious felony charges: "They must 
prove gross negligence. There's no kind of 
gross negligence involved. She was just doing 
what she was supposed to be doing," 

Other therapists disagree, calling Sophia 
"irresponsible," "esoteric," "a blight on the 
profession." And Sophia herself, like the pros¬ 
titutes who don’t understand they have AIDS 
because they don’t feci sick, seems untouched 
by the reeling legal circus going on around 
her. Her business, Ctilopique, remains open 
and ready to clean you. 
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by Ellis Weiner 

DATELINE NEW \ORK: 
Big hunks of new architec¬ 
ture continue to metastasize 
unchecked in and around 
the greater metropolitan 
area ("greater"' The great¬ 
est?), yet the briefest ride on any of their 
hushed, gleaming, digital-readout, I-wish- 
my-apartment-were-tbis-mee elevators might 
bring to some the dispiriting realization that 
America is still, like, tot all > r imnia-f Ac/r. For 
regardless ol design, budget, tenants, decor or 
prestige address, practically all of these build¬ 
ings pretend not to have a thirteenth floor. 


What, one wonders, gives? Are wc not 
men? Are we not women? Are we not free 
m ode r ns, tine ring] y contemptuous of the irra¬ 
tional, prescientifie ignorance of ages past, 
when whole communities feared the night, 
worshiped moss and believed that hail was salt 
bouncing off God's corn on the cob? Do wc 
not live in a Scientifically Happening Post- 
mod Moment of the Immediate Present, 
where Today is Nower than Now? 

Where, then, are the tenants—corporate, 
commercial nr residential—wh« actually re¬ 
fuse tu buy or lease space on a floor situated 
between the twelfth and fourteenth that has 
the courage to speak its name? Where are the 
lily-livered, yellow-bellied* sissy-boy (and 
-girl) real estate developers who cannot bring 
themselves tu use the number in question? 
Grown-ups across the nation demand that the 
cowards step forward and suffer the public ridi¬ 
cule and general censure they so richly deserve. 

Of course, Ed love to be there to chip in my 
share of ridicule and censure, but unfortu¬ 
nately I have to be m my office, where I’ve 
been trying tu toss the same balled-up trash 
into the same wastebasket for three months. 
The rule is, if I miss, 1 must get up, go over, 
pick it up, return to the point of origin and 
shoot again. This procedure continues until 1 
make the shot or give up. And / must not giW up. 

Why do I do it? Oh .. . "For my character.’’ 
"Out of habit.’’ “Its a little game 1 play" All 
nice, plausible-sounding reasons, and every 
one a contemptible he. The real reason is: if I 
don’t do it—if I simply pick up the trash and. 
drop it in— I’ll get in some kind of trouble 
with a nameless, all-pervading It-force out 
there that will be mad at me for being lazy. It 
will, somehow, lor some implacable reason* 
punish me sap my vigor, crick my neck, stop 
my heart, shet ma mouth. So I shoot, anti re¬ 
trieve, and shoot again. 

It s not a practice of which I'm proud. 1 low 
am I to demonstrate to the nations, or mv 
apartment’s, youth the attitudes and behavior 
appropriate to a grown-up if I'm busy tossing 
anti stooping for the same crumpled-up hall ol 
paper day in am! day out like .some giant wind¬ 
up toy? Hut no matter how free of delusion I 
fancy myself, and no matter how self-sufficient 
1 think it important to be, there is si ill that It 
that must be appeased. And nothing will satis¬ 
fy It, except my sinking the hook shot. 

It wasn’t always like this. As a proud teen¬ 
age American, I defiantly didn’t believe m 
God, thought science could figure out any¬ 
thing. True, back then, 1 used to want u; be¬ 
lieve in omens—even bad ones, since their 
validity seemed to imply ihc validity of the 
good ones. But almost every time I decided 
something boded ill or well, things turned out 
well or ill. The stuff didn’t correlate. I 
couldn’t make the case lor supernatural inter¬ 
cession. Life just drearily was what it was. 



Praying, to an assimiJo- Jewish young with- 
it like me, was absurd ami out o| the question. 
Even today, when team coverage of the latest 
horrific disaster includes footage of an obvi¬ 
ously suffering man or woman saying, "Then 
lhe guns started shooting, and all we could do 
was pray," 1 can’t not think of an exchange 
from the movie The Ruling Class: “What 
makes you think you're God?* 1 asks a normal 
character. “Because every time 1 pray," replies 
the insane hero, "I find 1 m talking to myself." 

Now 1 aspire to grown-uppiui.de. I sub¬ 
scribe to the God is on sabbatical theory of 
divine absenteeism (11c exists, isn't at his desk, 
isn't expected back) and wouldn't trust science 
as far as 1 could throw it. Still, all is not un¬ 
adulterated adulthood. On (he other hand, I 
believe* with a great many fibers of my being, 
that it is wrong* weak, sell-indulgent, igno¬ 
rant anti uncool to go around looking for little 
signs and signals from the universe that say: 
Hey. Don’t worry. The true 1 grown-up is 
above or beyond all than and 1 join him or her 
in disdaining all fourteenth floors and the ele¬ 
vators that so shamefully slop at them. 

On the other hand, I, and anyone with a 
harmless little ritual or superstitious fear, need 
reassurance. Science, the son of a bitch, has 
demonstrated that we reside in a throbbing, 
expanding, four-dimensional universe of 
space-time whose incessant background mi¬ 
crowave radiation hums with the unambig¬ 
uous message "1 ley. Worry i 

And we do. About you name it—rapacious 
corporations, suicidal terrorists, communist 
repression. Third World unrest, George 
Bush, George Shultz, George Brett, George 
GobeL From upmarket* to I towns syndrome* 
From the Me [>ccade of the past to the Me Me 
Me Fuck You Decade ol today. Wc need help, 
we need reassurance, we need to know that 
there's a wastebasket ball loving It-force out 
there that asks only that we throw our trash 
like Larry Bird or not at all, in return for 
which It will allow us to retain a belief in It 
sufficient to suggest that this is not all there is. 

Because if this is all there is, then, you 
mean, this is it? 9 
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ANSWERS TO ROY BLOUNT JR.'S CONTRAGATE SPECIAL CROSSWORD 


fhtjr puzzle mm- fed' U har gotten Contnigute behind it. 
Whtch 14 not to <av shjt flu■> puzzle nswfeeh it mo- gotten 
behind CotiiTUgate. Nothing tumid be further from the 
truth, f’hif puzzle ha- hen aparttst illegalities from the 
beginning, mid nl'O agtunst Itgiiltttcf, when they'tr tom- 
rTiffed by she Reagan administration. This puzzle feels it 
incumbent upon shelf hoitvier, to spread ih nppuhiisuf. 
around, to cover rfiiythmg foreign ondfm Re publico a. 

—R.& 



ACROSS 

1, A Mickey is a dangerous drank.. 

tL l once worked on a newspaper, one fji wiir^r 
sports writers reported that a local man bad bceft j* 
rented for ''violating -i migratory waterfowl/ 

II* I Ke Boston underground ?> the T 

12. "Pari, we’re mid" iiu'aitt KMiifthing that lounfds 
like .i pari. 

1G.' ItdlJi of t £'£.j i ] .i \ s tras. I e f Ferson i j n rd e re net he re is 
urn to r;ir f V sliuiv hui to [fir presifL-ritk equaling the 
eooirjs with isor hounding Lathers, f)f coufse. tin- 
president may have had in mind the men who founded 
the motion picture industry. 

17. 1 lie V here refers lo l t Dfiwn. 

IS. A British puzzlt mighi require ihm amiable ]\thi 
o;.KT certler of . wacuilawiit bleed ui orili t io m< m 
l>cing called the hear! of it. But \w do things a lirdr- 
inure casually over here. Ask On the National Security 
Council. 

20. “Bad Mr." is Mr. T f actually kindoflike the h.i- 
nana-pecan lofuiii at Zahars. and ! don't guess anv 
body actually <, hums ilmi n ns Italian ice cream, but hey. 
at this point in Ks^rory JVtj apologe? tsgr 

23. The song “Da Doo Ron Ron." 

27. Leon .Lrd MillIIay Wets .l leading alien (and ;in -i lien 
-it i nl the 1 ‘)7W ini w.'fcvi /tf the Hodv Snatchers. Kr.’vm 
Mcf'nrthy never succumbed, on camera, in either ihai 


version or the original* As Tr :n I know, ! was the lirsi 
observer in state' llady in pint that Kona.d Reagan was 
a |md persons It he gets «u’ i+l I hits, |*hIh rule, 

DOWN 

2* This river runs through i 'xccluwlov^kia and Poland. 
Hue then 1 don't trust the Pbtnmac either, 

4. A liqueur. Why di*. \ anybody Want Kis Or her ni£ir- 
ganta to be blue, 3 VVhat’s the point 1 I’m nor even going 
m mention. hi nr mum. We have bigger li.Oi m Tv, 

5. 1 kui think n( a due lot unto. 

6. At is a current* . r J txsufti is a tally, ingfn is foreign 
oddly arranged and kVsthou: the smsMc.ii note Oh, 
wh.lt tangled Webs We we.ivt 

9. D'Amato is here ssdcly to put the a! in tubal. What 
hek iti the Senate for, f leave m the profile wher vuted 
for h™, 

1©. A superhuLYc that might he applied t> j the pr ejidc ml 
and lo the top T\ new* teams, given 'TV news ic.nn 
standards. I mean local news teams* of course, lie is a 
link between chat am.liJ. See, / explain things. 

1 ?. Aj.Mgr.jm nj \\ place?, 

20, Will we' ,n some point hear a cry of ’(>ltic, Ollk in 

Jp "ni» 

free' 

24. No particular Nr.tut m mind 

25. Endingon a hopeful nerte, I think, jtim Stuart Mill 
W roi <■ f in l.iberty. v 
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^^^■doe* everyone claim to despise the 
paparazzi? We like them : their pictures provide the kind at voy¬ 
euristic thrill that accounts for restaurant mania in Hew York— 
the opportunity to eavesdrop on one's well-dressed and overso- 
cioble neighbors. And don't tell us that celebrities really dislike 
having their pictures taken. Would Jackie 0. have sued Ran 
Galeila if she hadn't wanted to get even more press attention? 
And what about Scan Penn? Or Mr. Shown on the cover of 
Wcwsdoy? Really big stars moke a point of seeking out the cam¬ 
era. Witness repellent pop singer Rick James (/eft) being aimed 
toward a squad of paparazzi by preternatu rally energetic PR 
man Bobby Zarem. Faye Dunaway, too, inevitably leaps in the 
direction of the cameras, particularly now that she is reduced 
to overacting in Supergirf (be/aw). 


at the cattle car nightclub* 
the Tunnel , . . or Oleg Cas¬ 
sini examining Miami Wee 
starlet Olivia Crown for 
YPL (right) at The Best 
magazine's party ot the 
Pierre► 


SPY \1 uc \\ m7 


Other lesser celebrities do 
humiliating things in public 
to moke sure they get their 
pictures token. Sloshed but 
plucky model Marfa Han¬ 
son joined hack artist fceter 
Max {above) recently to 
promote the dreadful new 
Maxwatch. In honor of the 
merchandise. Max wrote 
something that looks dan¬ 
gerously like o poem: 
"Keeping 'timepieces' on 
their wrists/ They call these 
things 'watches' 1 But can 
anyone see the time come 
and go?/ And *, . do they 
wear watches on UFO's?" 


The skilled paparazzo can 
also cotch people off guard 
and record rare* beautiful 
moments of intimacy, such 
os radio personality Barry 
Farber unburdening him¬ 
self to o mannequin (/eft) 




















N ■ in (jjltlli \t Iutm ihI cakr); pjifirk Vlc.Mull.iii iSiirfcij, An Ik>->v, Vfi. MjIc Aitk'icj, (iuni, tWci); ill oihrn, Marina fi.irmfr 





lies Another disquieting moment (right); 
backstage, just minutes before he was 
crowned Mr. Mole America, Mr. Georgia 
(with fan) helped his buddy Mr. Michigan 
keep coof before the grueling swimsuit com¬ 
petition, (No fluffheods these: in real life Mr. 
Georgia is a fuH professor of English at Yale 
and Mr. Michigan is deputy secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development,) 


BEFORE AND AFTER Look how unhappy 
Cornelia Guest (above) wos at her 
2 3rd ■ birthday party (at 51 r i ngfellows„ 
naturally) Surrounded by farmer Na 
tionat Enquirer gossip columnist R. 
Couri Hoy end permanently ton coble 
TV queen Nikki Haskell, But look haw 
happy the World's Oldest Deb (right) 
become when the blue-chip oddities 
showed up (left to right): Francesca 
Scavullo, Fabrice, Ratty Hearst. 


damn lies After Leonard Bern¬ 
stein went on The Lore Con¬ 
nection recently, he brake all 
the rules and went out with all 
throe bathe la reft es—at once. 

Here they areata party for sec¬ 
ondhand-Nobel winner Elio 
Wiesel: Lenny reciting Byron 
with Kitty Carlisle Hart (top), 
then entertaining Betty Cam¬ 
den with hrs nutty Blues Broth¬ 
ers routine (middle}, then 
slopping a scut kiss on bache- 
lorette number three, Louise 
Nevelson (bottom), 
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DECLINE OF THE WEST Abo^e: our pho¬ 
tographer caught this happy crowd of 
successful professionals relaxing: 
(clockwise) deejoy-fordife Anita 
Sarko, bold Dean Johnson, fat-party- 
thrower-far-lifc Vito Bruno, cross-eyed 
hanger-on Johnny Dyncll, and Haoui 
Montaug. dean of the rude doormen. 


THE biQNf v SUPPLY At a din¬ 
ner honoring Federal Re¬ 
serve chairman Paul 
Volcker of the Waldorf, 
Yolckcr, Thomas Murphy 
(Cap Cities. ABC chairman) 
and Lea Hpusmon (United 
Cerebral Palsy of New York 
president) demonstrate the 
Volcker Curve (above). 


Helen Hayes was 
mystified and 
vaguely disgusted 
when the ubiquitous 
F. Murray Abraham 
knelt and kissed her 
hand (/eft). 


Right-wing bon vivont Toki 
spent o few minutes dis¬ 
creetly conferring with 
fashion husband Reinaldo 
Herrera (right), thereby 
gathering information for 
his next 15 columns. 


Two art bays dem¬ 
onstrating the rec¬ 
ommended safe-sex 
method at kissing 
(above). 
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across 

I. TV drew a generation 
of American youths into 
this Usual circle, Parting 
with dangerous drink 
(5.4). 

8. Si re wing ti rn, I oddly 
create president's idea of 
history (b,7h 

II. rcrrorists head 
Boston underground 
scheme (4). 

?2. In pari, were E<nEcE 
what art ns are for (5), 

13* Broken chin don't 
give Ollk North tine HI. 


16. Rats off after trick: 
Tallin Jcffcrsons 3 (7)* 

17. Slickest ut the N or 
the first in Brooklyn (7k 

18. Ronhkr enough to 
make heart of a 
macadam ia Need (7). 

20. had Mr,, weird tmlhi, 

ersatz Italian ice cream 

(7). 

21. fiio.it ot some other 
-Hauls wfio went h-i 
fleece (4). 

22. Not much in what 
agents, oj actors, can talk 
about 0). 


23. Nancy's boys follow 

"Dno” (4 k 

26. Marine patriot goes 
too far includes 

( Canadians (S.H) r 

27. jolly Green. f ham, 
Leonard Nimoy, and I 
don’t even trust 
McCarthy (i*M. 

DOWN 

2. SonmJs hk> something 
to mill at* maybe, in wet 
communist way (4), 

3, Sinatra* McFarlune (7). 


4. Beguiling isle turns 
yuppie margarita blue (7). 

5, Means tenor not ru ; Hk 

6, hunch of l(> need 
current tally (odd foreign 
note missing I (10,4)* 

7. Whatever the president 
knows, we know ti is this 
(answer to *5) (3 i). 

9. Intriguing sheiks cope 
dc vtonsly w] th (. 7 B V ill 

Aeronautics Board, 

I y Amato (4N). 

10. Superlative president, 
top TV news team share 
[ink between French 


beast, holy man (9). 

14. Be around bone, to 
win friends abroad (5). 
15* Float mismanaged 
high up (4). 

19. North places chans in 
embrace {?). 

20. ( hhe-N.-gate + no lie: 
mixed frini <7h 

24, Kraut's tool looped 
(4>. 

25. fuhn Smart grinds 
exceeding fine Hk 

The untuvrs ta the Vn-Brttish 
Cuntragate Spenal Crottawd 
appear an pai^t J J Z. 


fi2 SPY M ,\H( 11 l*'H7 


| 


UHttlwbOQ IMlUl(U^) |IUMV) jU I|1 ijI)3|0%J 




















































































































"New York's hottest 
comedy club!"* The 
atmosphere is hilarious. 

The food is outrageous 
and the service is marvelous. 

It's all happening at Caroline's 
new Comedy Club/Seafood Grill 
on Pier 17 at the South Street 
Seaport. Opening March, 1987. 
Call (212) 924-3499 to catch a seat 
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Marlin Wirirpe sculpture bi Urry Fupntf 
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in ottr New, improved New York;, the sturdy Municipal Parade funnel dehuts under f ifth Avenue, In this 
spaaous marvel, which comfortably accommodates u million people, you can hear the skrefgh of a bagpipe 
or the familiar tap - Lip oj a shillelagh ten blocks away; the acoustics {and the three foot-t hie ^soundproof¬ 
ing betuecn tunnel and street) encourage a growing gust of sound and celebration. After the merrymaking, 
good-natured sanitation tvorifcrs briefly divert Hater Tunnel No, / to do tee away refuse and any Long 
bland teenagers left behind in the excitement. All the while , Sett 1 Yorkers can tea If serenely unhindered up 
above, note that annual revelries no longer prevent the quiet pleasures of a cross town stroll, .v 
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Lincoln Center , 
the home of 
the classics , 
noil' has one you 
can call home. 

The Alfred. 


Aida, La Boheme, 

Beethoven, Mozart* Pavarotti, 

Scotto, Baryshni ko v: 
for 25 years, the world’s 
cognoscenti have congregated 
at Lincoln Center to be 
thrilled by the world’s greatest 

artists interpreting the world's grandest music. 
With the introduction of The Alfred, a new 
free-standing 38-story condominium, those who 
live for music can now practically live where it’s 
made; across the street from Lincoln Center itself. 

From its mansard roof to its wood-and-leather 
lobby, The Alfred elevates living to an art form. 
It provides both 24-hour doorman and concierge 
service, Its in-house recreational facilities include 
a 75 ft. long pool and a raequetball court, Its 
window-walled residences are as spacious as 


homes. And, for good measure, make dazzling 
river and park views part of your decor. 

Best of all, pre-completion prices are now in 
effect. Currently, you can buy a one-bedroom 
from $229,000, a duplex from $318,000, a two- 
bedroom from $331,000 and a three-bedroom 
from $452,000; Special financing is available, too. 
Call our sales office at (212) 956-3999 to schedule 
an appointment to see our furnished model. 

The Alfred, 161 W* 61 Street across from 
Lincoln Center. * hr' ■ r, ‘ u I - (i: i I r, i i 1 1 i, vi l 11 1 >i Jl fn-.l k , 


Dii Jupa/ fcv :he turnon unJ nmrwtftyrj of (ho famous Don jJ Hoed*. SiptrnsarC \[t.. Company JJ 7V aimplui’ n/fenng on in an Dj/crmi; plin in-wItiMi: /ran =n.w»r. 
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